4

European Liberal
Forum

PUBLICATIONS

Abstract

This Research Paper presents the
findings of the research, which
undertakes a two-pronged approach to
the study of fake news and
misinformation in the national discourses
in the UK, Czech Republic, Poland, and
Hungary. The first approach rests on
quantitative data collection, while the
second approach is via “social listening”, a
structured analysis of discourses
surrounding fake news-related themes.

Research Paper
July 2023

Bad News
Travel Fast,
Fake News

Travel Faster

Research Paper

Abel Bojar, PhD Zsofia Bauer, PhD
Research Director, Research Director,
21 Research Center Ynsight Research

u S
1 lNDITSUK BF THE PADDY ASHDOWN FORUM | PAF




Bad News Travel Fast, Fake News Travel Faster European Liberal Forum Research Paper | July 2023

Summary

Introduction 3
Methodological considerations 7
Descriptive overview of fake news perceptions and beliefs 12
The determinants of fake news perceptions and beliefs 18

Social listening: The discussion on the alleged genocide by
Ukrainian soldiers in the social media space 39

Social listening: Detailed qualitative results from the online

conversation analysis 44
Conclusion 85
Bibliography 87
Acknowledgements 92
Who we are 93

liberalforum.eu ‘


http://liberalforum.eu

Bad News Travel Fast, Fake News Travel Faster European Liberal Forum Research Paper | July 2023

Chapter1

Introduction

Since early British theorists of democracy, including Edmund Burke
and Thomas Caryle, recognized the immense power that the media wields in
our societies, it has been commonplace to refer to the media as the
“fourth branch of government”. This is hardly hyperbole. No popular
legitimation of government is conceivable without a mass media that is
able to communicate to the electorate the day-to-day operation of
policymakers and the normative justifications underpinning them.
Conversely, no peaceful transfer of power would be conceivable if
opposition challengers had no mediatized communication channels at
their disposal to convey their ideas to an electorate looking for alternatives to
power-holders.

In the digital age, the power of the media has only grown. Whereas the
traditional media, such as print, television, and radio, had occupied a limited,
albeit important part of an average citizen's life, the online media, especially
its shortcuts transmitted via social media platforms, is truly ubiquitous in
our everyday lives from our office workstations to public transport, in
supermarket queues, and even during leisure activities. Concurrently, the
speed at which news travel has significantly increased. While news of the
Bolshevik revolution reached Western audiences in about a week, the news
of allied victory over the Third Reich spread in a matter of days, the fall of
the Berlin wall within a few hours, information about 9/11 and Russian war
atrocities in Ukraine (or the twists and turns of Taylor Swift's love life for that
matter) were available online in a matter of minutes. In the era of breaking
news, there is little scope for filters and corrections, especially when
monolithic TV stations and newspapers are displaced by blogs, social
media pages, influencers, and website notifications as the primary source
of information for citizens.

With the overbearing presence of real-time information flows, the
stakes of the veracity of media content are accordingly higher. With much
wider audiences within reach in much shorter timespans by a much wider
network of news sources operating outside professional standards and
control, the social and political consequences of the (in)accuracy of news
cannot be overstated. The Anti-vax movement! or  Donald
Trump’'s unfounded claim of electoral fraud (the “Big Lie"®) would have
hardly held the kind of sway they did, were it not for a burgeoning
ecosystem of misinformation carriers that willingly or not, serve a single

purpose: to sow the seeds of doubt in the traditional political and media

1 https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC9009899/

2 https://www.poynter.org/fact-checking/2022/70-percent-republicans-falsely-
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elites, often in the name of freedom of speech, and to plunge citizens in the
world of post-truth, leaving them at the mercy of their instincts and
emotions. In an increasingly interconnected world, instincts and emotions can
be poor and dangerous guides, especially when manipulated by those offering
simple solutions to complex problems.

Understanding the drivers of misinformation (or so-called “fake
news’) and their perpetuation in the social media space is therefore not
merely an academic enterprise. Only with a thorough understanding of
the causal antecedents of fake news beliefs and the dynamics of their
virality in the online space can liberal democracies arm themselves against
their opponents. Though research in this topic is hardly novel (in fact, it
has become somewhat of a fad in big-data-driven political
science departments), we hope to contribute to ourunderstanding
of fake news via a two-pronged examination of four European
countries: Hungary, Czech Republic, Poland, and the UK.

The four countries offer important variation in the contextual
characteristics that are important to keep in mind when assessing our
research findings. Of the four countries, three (UK, Czech Republic, and
Poland) are classified as “free” by Freedom House® though the latter
has followed in the footsteps* of Hungary in many respects towards
the “partly free” category. More concretely for our purposes, they span a
wide range on the Reporters Without Borders™® press freedom
rankings: the Czech Republic (14th), UK (26th), Poland (57th),
Hungary (72nd). Moreover, whereas Poland and Hungary are led by
stable (de-facto) single-party governments of PiS and Fidesz, respectively,
Czech and British  politics have been notoriously fractious and
turbulent in recent years. There is also important variation in the
respective governments’ attitude towards the Russia-Ukraine war, which
occupies a prominent thread in our fake news-related analysis.
Whereas the British and the Polish political elites have offered
consensual support to Ukraine in its defense against the Russian invasion,
in Czech politics there have been some dissenting voices (such as
the SPD party), and in Hungary, Russian apologism and
attempts to thwart a cross-European policy stance against Russia have
been a central feature of government policy. Last but not least, the
overall ideological inclinations of the four governments also display
interesting  variation. Hungary's and Poland’s governments are best
characterized as right-wing populist, pure and simple. After Britain's
short flirtation with right-wing populism during Theresa May's and
especially Boris Johnson’s leadership, Rishi Sunak’'s government appears
to be back on track on the country’s long-standing tradition of
moderate conservatism. Finally, the Czech government offers a
bewildering motley of conservatives, liberals, soft-eurosceptics, and the

progressive Pirate Party.

3 https://freedomhouse.org/countries/freedom-world/scores
https://visegradinsight.eu/polish-misinformation-using-a-hungarian-recipe-the-curious-case-of-
5  visegrad-24/
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Against this contextual backdrop, we approach misinformation
research from two separate research angles that we shall outline in more
detail in the next section. First, we present the results of a cross-country
public opinion research where we shall seek to address the following
overarching research question: what are the individual-level drivers of
misinformation beliefs? We shall hone in on the role of demographic and
attitudinal determinants and attempt to sketch a profile of an ideal typical
citizen that is the most receptive to misinformation. In addition to
misinformation beliefs, we shall also probe respondents on their
conceptualization and perception of fake news, namely their definition,
their origin, and their context. Second, we investigate how the online
space contributes to the spread of misinformation and fake news via in-
depth social listening analysis, focusing on user narratives associated to
misinformation on the alleged genocide and other similar atrocities against
Russian minorities by Ukrainian soldiers before the war. The multi-
language social listening project was also realized in the aforementioned
four counties: Hungary, Czech Republic, Poland, and the UK.

Social media analysis is a crucial complement to public opinion
survey data because social media has become much more than a platform to
interact with peer users. Not only has it become a primary source for
news consumption, but it has been identified as a major contributor to the
spread of disinformation and propaganda®. The 2014 annexation of
Crimea, the 2016 and 2020 US elections, and the Covid-19 pandemic are
just a handful of highlighted events where disinformation and fake news
significantly influenced public opinion and attitudes, and in the case of
Covid-19, led to a dramatic rise in vaccine hesitancy’ and the spread of the

anti vaxxer movement.

Studies have ventured to identify psychological and socio-
demographic background of those online contributors who are more likely
to spread fake news and social media disinformation. Self-reported
likelihood of sharing social media disinformation is highest amongst those
who actually thought the information to be valid and true, or the spread
information was consistent with their pre-existing attitudes®. Moreover,
aside from personal characteristics, numerous studies® have examined
the sources spewing disinformation and propaganda. While all the
examined countries have taken measures to limit the spread of
disinformation and fake news to some extent, the nature of the social
media space still allows for misinformation to be disseminated,
commented, and internalized by social media users. The second part of

our study focuses on these internalized personal narratives and topics

[@)]

https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/abs/10.1177/1464884919868325?journalCode=joua

https://www.thelancet.com/action/showPdf?pii=S0140-6736%2822%2900150-7
8 https://journals.plos.org/plosone/article?id=10.1371/
journal.pone.0239666&fbclid=IwAR2DbwmOLGE8iS1steE90oyl09PgKv_Eqt-
YVwO_xawlLcPJZNwnZorzgyX1l

9 Relevant publications include a systematic review of fake news on social media by Aimeur et
al. (2023), studies looking at user characteristics from Buchanan (2020) or Tandoc et al.
(2019), or motivations investigated by Del Vicario et al. (2016) or Cylan et al. (2023). ‘
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users associate with the fake news story that Ukrainian soldiers have
committed genocide against Russian minorities.

In the next section, we outline the main methodological
considerations behind our data collection for both the quantitative survey
(first part) and the social media analysis (second part). In section lll, we
present descriptive results from our quantitative survey on fake news
beliefs and related perceptions by the electorate of the four countries. In
section IV, we present evidence on some of these attitudes' determinants
both in a bivariate (cross-tabulations) and in a multivariate (linear and
logistic regression models) setting. Sections V and VI introduce the findings
from the qualitative social media analysis focusing on relevant user
narratives and associations, while Section VII concludes with some general
assessment of fake news in light of our research findings.

liberalforum.eu ‘
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Chapter 2

Methodological considerations

To investigate the drivers of misinformation beliefs, we fielded four
online opinion surveys in the four countries with fieldworks taking place
between early April and early May 2023. We relied on our time-tested
method of social media based opinion polling, wherein paid Facebook and
Instagram advertisements call on respondents to participate in the survey in
exchange for some incentive (in our case, participation in a lottery draw
for gift vouchers). The demographic and geographic targeting features of
Meta’s advertisement platform make it a highly time- and cost-efficient tool
for data collection. One inevitable drawback, however, of such opt-in
surveys is self-selection bias, whereby respondents with certain
demographic and attitudinal profiles are more likely to participate in the
survey than the general population. To address such bias, we applied
quotas and weighted the samples according to gender, level of education,
size of locality, and region of residence. Moreover, taking into account the
left-liberal bias!® of most social media-based samples, we also weighted
the data by the vote choice of the last parliamentary elections of the
respective countries. This proved especially pertinent in Hungary and Poland
where supporters of the ruling Fidesz and PiS parties are underrepresented in
the raw data. Such weighting ensures that the sample is not only
representative in a demographic sense - as it is conventionally
understood in survey terminology - but also ideologically/politically so.
Overall, we gathered a total of around 1100 around responses by
country (1107 in the UK, 1044 in Hungary, 1101 in the Czech Republic, and 1126
in Poland). However, due to a steady increase in the number of dropouts as
respondents proceeded through the surveys, the effective sample size that
constituted the analysis amounted to around 800 responses per country
(depending on the particular question at hand). We aimed to ensure that all
questions get a roughly equal number of responses by randomizing the order
of various segments of the surveys.

The only demographic variable that we were unable to adequately
address was age. Social media data collection (somewhat paradoxically at
first) notoriously struggles to reach young respondents, perhaps because they
have immunized themselves against social media ads (and because they
display lower interest in public affairs more generally)!. As a result, there are
considerably fewer young (younger than 40 years old) respondents in
oursamples than older cohorts and than their population share.

10 https://www.pewresearch.org/short-reads/2021/04/07/partisan-differences-in-social-media-use-
show-up-for-some-platforms-but-not-facebook/

11 Note that the difficulties of reaching young cohorts is not unique to online surveys; it is an
equally, if not more vexing challenge for telephone-based (CATI) survey methods.
liberalforum.eu ‘



Bad News Travel Fast, Fake News Travel Faster European Liberal Forum Research Paper | July 2023

However, we consider this drawback less detrimental as it may first seem
because our main target of investigation are those social groups that

are particularly vulnerable to fake news. Given their relative lack of
familiarity with the digital information environment, we consider older
generations particularly exposed (as we will in fact provide evidence for it in
the following empirical sections). Therefore, old cohorts’ overrepresentation
in the sample allows us to provide more precise statistical measurements
for this key target group. That said, we still use a highly aggregated age-group
variable in the analysis so that elderly cohorts’ response patterns can
be compared to young respondents, as a benchmark.

To provide a more precise overview of our survey, we included a
total of 29 questions, some of which took a matrix form in which
respondents had to provide answers to multiple rows. The first five
questions constituted the demographic information of respondents:
gender, age, education, type of residence, region of residence. For the
type of residence, we used the population size of their localities and the
category thresholds were adjusted to the countries’ overall population so that
a "'medium-sized” town is larger, on average, in the UK and Poland than in
the Czech Republic and Hungary. For the region of residence, we used the
standard NUTS I classifications of FEurostat. Another seven questions
focused on political and ideological orientations, including political
interest, political participation, past vote choice, current party preference,
left-right self-placement, and the degree of agreement with a battery of
statements tapping into ideologies and values. A further eight questions
focused on media consumption patterns, such as the length they typically
spend on different media platforms and their overall opinion of these platforms.

The final nine questions constituted the core of the survey as they
focused on fake news, as such. Some of these questions asked
respondents about their opinion on fake news (who is primarily responsible for
them, how do they conceptualize them, in which political context have
they come across them the most often etc.). Additionally, a battery of
eight statements aimed to measure respondents’ receptiveness to fake
news by asking them to adjudicate whether the statements are true or
false. We will provide an overview of the specific statements in the
first empirical section. What suffices to lay down at this point is that
we aimed at selecting well-known pieces of misinformation and
tropes with aninternational dimension so that the measure is more or
less comparable across respondents from different political contexts.
Such comparability would have been impossible to ensure if we had asked
respondents their opinion about fake news that are specific to each political
context.

The main dependent variable we seek to explain in our analysis
(Section 1V) is the propensity to believe in fake news. To this end, we
constructed an aggregate index from the individual statements with

each statement getting a score of +1 if the respondent (correctly)

liberalforum.eu 8



Bad News Travel Fast, Fake News Travel Faster European Liberal Forum Research Paper | July 2023

considers it fake, -1 if (s)he considers it true, and 0O if (s)he is undecided
(can't telll. Averaging across the eight statements yields a

variable ranging  between - 1 (respondent believes in all the
eight statements) to +1 (respondent considers all of them as fake).
Though the individual statements have varying levels of salience in
the four national contexts, the aggregate index cancels out some
of  the country-specific noise and thus provides a comparable
measure of fake news beliefs across respondents. In addition, we shall
also predict the likelihood of the respondent holding the following
actors as primarily responsible for spreading fake news: the national
government, foreign governments, foreign citizens, political parties, the
media, and domesic citizens. Thirdly, we also seek to understand
the perceived political origins of fake news and predict the
likelihood of a respondent considering left-wing or right-wing actors
more prone to spread fake news. Last but not least, we will zoom in on
the role of media and seek to predict the propensities of citizens
holding Russian vs. Western media outlets more responsible for the
spread of fake news in the context of the Russia-Ukraine war.

As for the possible determinants we will group them into two major
categories. First, we investigate the role of demographics including gender,
age, place of residence, and levels of education. Second, we investigate the
role of ideological and attitudinal determinants. First, we construct two
ideology indices based on the degrees of agreement with 6 statements, 3
tapping into social conservatism (gay rights, the importance of national
traditions, and immigration) and 3 into the economic left-right scale
(income inequality, public services, and government involvement in the
economy). The specific wording of the statements will be provided in
section V. Second, we measure political affinity (sophistication) by the
product of the self-assessed level of political interest and the frequency of
following news in different domains (domestic news, international news and
economic news). Third, we construct an index on the type of media use
based on the average amount of time a respondent claims to spend on
online media (online news and social media) compared to the average time

(s)lhe spends on traditional media (print, TV, radio). Finally, we construct an
index for measuring levels of trust in the media by the average score
assigned by the respondent to different media channels on different
dimensions (reliability, how up-to-date they are, political balance, and
independence). All these attitudinal indices are scaled between 0 and
1 so that their value and estimated impact in the analysis can
be interpreted intuitively. A respondent scoring 0 has the lowest level of

trust in the media, political affinity etc. in the sample whereas the one
scoring 1 has the highest levels in the respective indices.

Turning to the other research pillar of our study, a multi-language, in-
depth qualitative social media listening was conducted, aiming to unveil the
narratives and associations connected to the fake news story that
Ukrainian soldiers have committed genocide against Russian minorities.

liberalforum.eu 9
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Social media listening is a relatively new, but burgeoning methodology in the
world of social sciences, focusing on the analysis of open web content such as
comments in online discussion forums, posts on social media platforms
such as Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, and TikTok, engaged user reactions and
comments, alongside edited content, such as online news articles, blogs,
and YouTube videos. Social media listening is a passive research method,
and as such, there is no direct probing from the researcher. All the
analyzed content is created organically and willfully by the online users. This
distance allows the researcher to investigate online public communication
on controversial topics and to give a holistic overview of public
communication in the online space.

Social media listening is a proper methodological tool to access
narratives and opinions that are expressed on a myriad of online platforms. Like
all scientific methodologies, social media listening has its benefits and
limitations. The primary benefit is that it allows the researcher to tap into
controversial topics and directly access their unfiltered expressions,
including the use of unbridled language and unprobed associations. In this
sense social media listening IS a valuable complementary
methodological  prong to large scale representative online
questionnaires, enriching the statistical analysis with  qualitative insights.
Limitations of the social media listening method lies foremost in its lack
of representativity. The inability to connect the corpus of online
publications with socio-demographic indicators is due to firstly,
restrictions of data accessibility enforced by the platforms  themselves,
secondly  from the users themselves, who often participate in
online conversations anonymously. |In any event, participants in online
conversations are hardly representative of the general population so
such  representativity concerns in  social listening methodology are
secondary.

Turning to the methodological specificities of the current research
project, the data collection for the qualitative social listening
analysis utilized the internationally esteemed social media monitoring
platform Talkwalker!2. The software has historical data paging capabilities,
thus we were able to gather online publications dating back to
before the Russian invasion of Ukraine in February 2022. The software
crawls the open web and procures textual and visual data based on a
combination of predefined keywords, Boolean operators, manually
added sources and filtering for specific languages and geolocation.
The examination period was set to cover a timeframe between January
1st 2022 and April 15th 2023 in order to capture those online mentions
that were disseminated in the weeks before the war was launched.
Investigating the period before the attack proved fruitful as we were able
to isolate relevant content that originated mostly from Russian affiliated, or
pro-Russian social media and other digital sources.

12 https://www. talkwalker.com/

liberalforum.eu ‘
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In the case of the current research project, individual keyword
syntaxes were set up for each of the examined countries, taking into
account not only general keywords referring to the war or the alleged
genocide, but also cultural and historical references as well as slang words,
hashtags, and acronyms specific to each of the examined discourses. The
data isolation process and the downloading of scraped open web data
rigorously complies with GDPR standards and also adheres to the different
requlations and practices of the individual social media channels such as
Facebook, Twitter, and YouTube.

The initial data compilation process was followed by an algorithmic and
a manual sifting process, where the content referring to, or containing
misinformation or fake news was marked as relevant. Three important
methodological challenges and considerations impacted the process of
data configuration: (1) identifying those messages that not only included
mention of fake news, but also added some associations from which
overarching narratives could be formed in order to be able to conduct the in-
depth qualitative analysis; (2) both the examined countries and the social
media platforms adopted standards to combat the viral spread of fake
news, which from a research perspective, resulted in many of the
accounts, sources or content being deleted during the course of the
research; (3) stemming from the aforementioned changes, many users
opted to share their controversial opinions in private posts or groups,
making such content inaccessible.

Finally (and perhaps most importantly), the researchers themselves
faced an important ethical dilemma during the course of the investigation. As a
passive research method social media listening allows for no interaction
with the social media sources, platforms or the content itself, thus the
researchers are bound not to report false content (unless there is evidence of
future or immediate danger). By following these methodological
protocols professionals are allowing for fake news, misinformation or
direct propaganda to remain accessible for the public, potentially influencing
their attitudes. In an effort to overcome the cognitive dissonance of
the research team, we came to the careful conclusion that while
consideration of the such ethical dilemmas is salient, it is equally important to
gain a deep understanding of such a timely social phenomenon as
disinformation, and by doing so hopefully assisting with insights to help
combat the spread of fake news in the digital space.

liberalforum.eu ‘



Bad News Travel Fast, Fake News Travel Faster European Liberal Forum Research Paper | July 2023

Chapter 3

Descriptive overview of fake
news perceptions and beliefs

In this section, we provide descriptive summaries of the main
variables of interest across the four countries from the quantitative survey
analysis. It is helpful to start the presentation of the data by clarifying
citizens’ understanding of what “fake news” mean to them. Indeed, there is so
much semantic confusion around the concept in everyday parlance that it is
only to be expected that different respondents have different understanding
in mind when they are called upon to evaluate fake news. To get a rough
approximation of the degree of confusion, we offered five possible definitions
to the respondents and asked them to select one or more of the five that
come closest to their understanding of what fake news are. Figure 1 shows
the distribution of the responses below.

Figure 1: The conceptualization of fake news in the minds of citizens!?

In your understanding, which of the following definitions fall in the category of
fake news?
O

Hungary United Kingdom Crech Republic

Some elements of truth with incorrect
information in the details
Heavily biased opinion pieces u ﬂ

Lalgr—.:.,- accurate stories with
exaggerationsLout of context elements

Speculations and conspiracy theories n

A completely fabricated story

D DD \_&; TP AP \&\ & HHD PO DD

Most respondents think of fake news as a broader concept than the
term, literally understood, would suggest. Indeed, the most popular definition
in three of the four countries is “stories with some elements of truth with
incorrect information in the details”. Only British respondents have a more

13 Note that since the definitions are not mutually  exclusive, we allowed
respondents to mark more than one definition as coming closest to
their understanding. As a result, the distribution of the percentages

do not add up to  100.
liberalforum.eu ‘
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literal take on the concept with 67% of respondents selecting “a completely
fabricated story” as a good working definition of fake news. Interestingly,
“heavily biased opinion pieces” and “speculations and conspiracy theories” are
also conceptually proximate to fake news in the minds of respondents with
close to half of them selecting these options in the four countries. Again, it is
British respondents that tend to have a more encompassing understanding of

fake news, often equating them with the latter two definitions.

Turning to the origins of fake news, we offered the following set of
actors to respondents and asked them to select one that they consider as

primarily responsible for spreading misinformation: Political parties, the
national government, domestic citizens, media outlets, foreign citizens, and
foreign governments. We observe interesting variation across the
countries. In three of the four countries (with the exception of Poland) a
plurality holds media outlets as primarily responsible. In Poland, instead,
political parties come out on the top (38% of respondents) whereas in
Hungary, the national government (32%) is close to an equal culprit to the
media in the minds of citizens. While the former figure may have to do with
the timing of the survey in the run-up to the electoral campaign for the
September 2023 elections, the latter is probably related to the pro-
government media empire that is little restrained from spreading fake
news'* that align with the government's narrative. Perhaps somewhat
surprisingly in light of Russia’'s misinformation campaigns abroad®,
relatively few respondents in all four countries hold foreign citizens or
governments primarily responsible for fake news. Interestingly, a relatively high
share of Czech and Polish respondents (22% and 19% respectively) hold
domestic citizens primarily responsible for them instead.

Figure 2: The attribution of responsibility for spreading fake news

Which of the following actors do you think are primarily responsible for spreading fake news?
%

B Media cutiets [l The national povernment [l Political panties B Domestic citizens [Foreign povernments [ Foreign citizens

— - T
. I R S S o I
2 & o o e & ] 2 & .y

%o

14 https://english.atlatszo.hu/2022/02/18/pro-government-media-lost-ten-times-as-many-lawsuits-as-

independent-papers/
15  https://ora.ox.ac.uk/objects/uuid:555c1e20-60d0-4a20-8837-c68868cc0c96/download_file?
file_format=application%2Fpdf&safe_filename=Comprop-Russia.pdf&type_of_work=Report

liberalforum.eu ‘
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Along the same lines, we also asked respondents about the
political origins of fake news. Of course, partisan supporters are always
likely to hold sources with an opposite partisan leaning®® with suspicion,
including politicians, public figures, media outlets or everyday citizens (as we
shall show in the next section). However, the overall association of fake
news with political camps is still informative because it provides a quick
snapshot of whether fake news have a partisan color in the popular
imagination. As it turns out (Figure 3 below), the majority of citizens do not
perceive such partisan colors, as they consider fake news either evenly
distributed between left and right or they simply refuse to think in left-right
terms when it comes to misinformation. Such “depoliticized” understanding
of fake news is particularly pronounced in the Czech Republic where
more than two thirds of citizens refuse to associate fake news with either
political camp. As for those who do pick sides, in three of the four countries
there is a slight right-wing bias of fake news association. This is
particularly the case for Poland where a 10% percentage point higher
share of citizens consider fake news to be more present on the right than
on the left. The exception is the United Kingdom, where association

with the left enjoys a slight edge (6 percentage point).

The third aspect of fake news origins concerns the broad
geopolitical battle for ideas waged between Russian and Western media with
both sides attempting to put the blame” for the spread of
misinformation on the other side. How does this battle play out in the
minds of European citizens? To answer the question, we asked
respondents whether Russian or Western media are more likely to
propagate fake news in the context of the Russia-Ukraine war or
alternatively, whether they do so in equal measure. As far as citizens in our four
studied countries are concerned, Western media are still ahead in this
battle (for now), albeit to varying degrees. More precisely, the four
countries are split in two-two, largely in line with the respective political
elites’ attitude vis-a-vis Russia in the context of the war (and in broader
geopolitical terms). Specifically, a dominant majority of Polish and British
citizens consider Russian media less  truthful than its  Western
counterparts (57-9 and  53-12, respectively). In the Czech Republic
and Hungary, opinions are more split and Western media are ahead only in
the single digits. That said, in all four countries, a significant minority
(between 33% and 45% of citizens) refuse to pick sides and consider media
outlets from the two sources being “just the same” when it comes to
misinformation. Taking these “neutral” opinions into account, Western
media’'s perceived reliabilty edge over their Russian counterparts
sounds considerably less overwhelming.

16 https://www.mdpi.com/2076-0760/11/10/460
17 https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/00131857.2017.1417200
liberalforum.eu
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Figure 3: Russia, the West, or are they all the same?

In connection to the war in Ukraine, do you think Russian or Western media
outlets spread more fake news?
%

B Russian media spreads more fake news [l They share fake news in equal amounts [ Westerm media spreads more fake news

- T =

. ¥ 2 & w o & & & & &

Turning from origins to context, we asked respondents about the
specific political context in which they have most frequently come across fake

news. Needless to say, the list of all possible contexts is literally limitless.
However, we aimed to provide respondents with a limited and comparable
list to select from and we prioritized issue areas with a broad international
relevance. However, we also allowed for domestic contexts, such as
politicians’ personal stories and the national electoral process.

Figure 4: The Hotbeds for Misinformation

In the context of which of the following areas have you come across the most
fake news?
%

Hungary United Kingdom Czech Republic Foland

The Covid-19 pandemic n n
The war in Ukraine n H 2
The national electoral process m 5
Economic news E H
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Possibly  reflecting their recent international salience, the
Covid-19 pandemic and the ongoing war in Ukraine proved to be the

most common contexts (with the UK being a partial exception with a 22%
of respondents choosing immigration). Of the top two choices, British and
Polish respondents saw Covid, while Czech respondents saw the war as the
most fertile grounds for misinformation (with Hungarian citizens split evenly

between the two).

Finally, we asked respondents to adjudicate over a list of eight

statements whether they are true or false (or they can't tell). As mentioned
previously, we offered a selection of statements with international

relevance because degrees of (dislagreement with country-specific
statements are less directly comparable. The issue areas of the statements
partly reflect the priority areas identified above: the pandemic and the war.
The statements were as follows:

. Ukraine is governed by a nazi regime

. Ukrainian soldiers have committed genocide or other similar
atrocities against Russian minorities before the war

. Vladimir Putin is suffering from Parkinson syndrome and he is about to
die

. There are secret biological weapon labs in Ukraine with American
backing

. The 2020 American elections were fraudulent and stolen from Donald
Trump

. Many vaccines against Covid-19 contained a microchip so that
vaccinated people’s behaviour could be tracked

. Covid-19 was developed as a biological weapon by China

. American multi-billionaire George Soros had a secret plan to destabilize

Europe by promoting mass immigration

Figure 5 shows the distribution of the responses for each statement
separately across the four countries. In Hungary, the Ukrainian genocide and

the so-called “Soros-plan” stand out with 39% and 38% of
respondents considering them as true. In the UK, Covid-19 as a Chinese
biological weapon is the most popular trope with 33% of respondents
agreeing with the statement. In the Czech Republic, the genocide

accusation against Ukraine (44%) and the alleged Nazi regime in the

country (35%) are the most widely believed pieces of misinformation.
Finally, Poland follows the UK with Covid-19 as a biological weapon being the

most popular piece of fake news. In all four countries, vaccines as
microchip carriers and Vladimir Putin suffering from Parkinson stay on the
fringes and only a small, single-digits minority believe in them.
Interestingly, the allegedly stolen 2020 American elections from Donald
Trump is also surprisingly resonant with the European electorate with
around a fifth to a quarter of the respondents agreeing with it in the four
countries.
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Figure 5: True or false?
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When aggregating the responses according to the formula
presented in the methods section before, the following pattern emerges. On a

scale of -1 (all statements are true) to + 1 (all statements are false), Czech
society appears the most predisposed towards fake news (with an average

score of 0.1), followed by Poland (0.23), Hungary (0.25), and the UK (0.3). The
overall balance, therefore, is a cautious skepticism towards these fake news
items with a slender majority rejecting them for what they are: fake news.
However, for some of the items - particularly the Ukrainian genocide and
Covid-19 as a biological weapon - the camp of believers and the undecided
easily outnumber those who recognize them as fake news. In European
societies - at least in the four countries we study here - fake news beliefs,
or at least a degree of openness to them, are by no means on the fringes;
they have long penetrated mainstream opinion even if outright fake news

believers do not form a majority just yet.

The most interesting question, of course, is what drives these
beliefs as well as broader perceptions of fake news that we presented in this
section. Investigating these drivers is where we now turn.
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Chapter 4

The determinants of fake news
perceptions and beliefs

Though there is a widespread agreement in the academic literature
that belief in fake news (and conspiracy theories) serve as a psychological
defense mechanism?®® for segments of modern societies whose lives are
disrupted by rapid technological and social change, our
understanding of what demographic variables capture these segments
is still limited. One obvious candidate is education: to the extent that
an individual is poorly equipped with the skills and tools of modern
information societies that education provides, (s)he is likely to become
vulnerable to fake news that seek to offer simple explanations to
complex social phenomena. For instance, the notion that China
deliberately created a deadly virus to increase its power in the world -
regardless of the enormous suffering!® that Covid-19 inflicted on the
Chinese population both in terms of mortality and in the
economy - is intuitively easier to grasp than the intricacies of
genetic mutation and the apparent randomness with which it threatens
humankind. Beyond education, another important demographic variable to
consider is type of residence. Individuals living in urban centers are
more likely to be exposed?® to a wider variety of views and
perspectives during their social interactions, providing them with cognitive
skills, such as critical thinking, to reinforce their defenses against
misinformation. Finally, as we argued before, we will also investigate the
impact of age?! with the expectation that generations that are well-versed
in the rules of information flows in the digital age are, ceteris
paribus, better able to distinguish fake news from authentic media
content.

Demographics, however, are likely to tell only a narrow part of
a larger  story. In  fact, we believe  that the key to
understanding misinformation beliefs lies in identifying certain cognitive
traits and social attitudes that are likely to predispose individuals towards
fake news beliefs. We begin with the role of personality and ideology??
that is often seen to lie at the very beginning in the funnel of
causality explaining displayed social behaviour. In  particular, we
emphasize the role of right-wing authoritarianism?> as a
possible determinant of fake news beliefs as it fosters a deep-

seated psychological  desire  for  stability, predictability, and

18  https://www.jstor.org/stable/10.13186/group.41.3.0213?searchText=fake+news+demographic

19  https://www.mdpi.com/2227-7099/10/4/73

20  https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S240584402100606X

21  https://fullfact.org/media/uploads/who-believes-shares-misinformation.pdf

22 https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0969698920306433

23 https://www.nature.com/articles/s44159-023-00161-4 liberalforum.eu ‘
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easy-to-grasp explanations for complex social phenomena.
These explanations allow individuals to hold on to a view of the
world that is governed by convention, order, and hierarchy. While our
survey did not allow for a thorough examination of right-wing
authoritarian attitudes, we use our scale on social conservatism
as a useful proxy to operationalize the concept. As another
aspect of individuals' ideological toolkit, we also examine the role
of left-right attitudes on the economic domain though we have less a
priori expectations on how it may be linked to fake news beliefs
as  both  egalitarian and market liberal sentiments may
resonate with certain type of misinformation (and less so
with others). The statements we used to locate individuals on the
social conservatism scale (1.-3) and the economic left-right scale
(4.-6.) are the following:

» Gays and lesbians should be free to live their lives as they wish

» People these days do not have enough respect for traditional British/
Hungarian/Czech/Polish values

e The UK/Hungary/Czech Republic/Poland is made a worse place to
live by people coming to live here from other countries

» The government should take measures to reduce differences in income
levels

* The less the government interferes in the economy, the better it is
for the UK/Hungary/Czech Republic/Poland

e Some public services are too important to be left to private
enterprise

Regardless of the type of personality or ideology associated with
an individual, a necessary (or at least extremely helpful) input to
cognitive defenses  against misinformation is  the  information
environment that an individual operates in. It is much easier to
reject misinformation if one already has an alternative explanation or
narrative in mind. At the risk of simplification, it is easier to tell a lie
from the truth, if one is aware (or at least has heard) of the truth.
Accordingly, studies have uncovered a relationship?* between media
use and propensities to believe in fake news. In this study, we investigate
this relationship from three separate angles. First, we use our index for
political affinity, expecting that politically more involved citizens are better
able to identify fake news. Second, we use our measure for online vs.
traditional news consumption with the expectation that individuals most
exposed to online news operate in an information space that is the
most hospitable for the spread of misinformation?®. Finally, we also
include our measure for trust in media, following studies?® that found a
relationship between the distrust in traditional media and propensities to
believe in fake news.

24 https://www.mdpi.com/2076-0760/11/10/460#B81-socsci-11-00460
25 https//:www.researchgate.netpublication/323242772_PostTruth_Fake_News_Viral_Modernity

_Higher_Education .
26  https://www.mdpi.com/2076-0760/11/10/460#B81-socsci-11-00460 liberalforum.eu
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To summarize, in the following, we will investigate the
relationship between the belief in and perception of fake news on the one
hand, and the following set of demographic and attitudinal variables on
the other hand: gender, age, type of residence, level of
education, ideology (social conservatism and economic left-right),
political  affinity, online vs. traditional news consumption, and trust in
the media.

We begin by providing the average score of the fake news
index, broken down by different levels of the variables introduced above.
While we present and analyze only the data from the merged dataset
in this study, we invite the reader to our online data visualization tool?’
where she can also investigate the relationships on a country-specific
basis. As Figure 6 shows below, the average fake news index score indeed
varies by the different levels of our variables of interest. Of the
demographic variables, age and education appear as the most important
covariates with around 0.2 separating the younger and the highest
education group from the older and less educated ones. As we
expected, the older and less educated citizens are more vulnerable to
fake news. The differences regarding the size of settlement are also
noticeable with respondents residing in small towns and villages scoring
0.13 points below those living in the capitals, on average.
Comparatively speaking, there are no such noteworthy differences
between the two genders.

The strongest correlations, however, are found between
the attitude variables and fake news beliefs. Above all, social
conservatism appears the strongest predictor of fake news beliefs
with 0.42 points separating social conservatives from social liberals.
In line with our expectations, political affinity and trust in media tend
to reduce fake news beliefs with the latter effect appearing
considerably stronger than the former. Finally, there doesn't appear to
be an obvious association between values on the left-right economic
scale and online vs. traditional media use and fake news beliefs. In
both cases, the average scores are the highest in the medium category
though the differences are rather small.

27  https://public.flourish.studio/story/1920378/
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Figure 6: The average level of the fake news index by different levels of
covariates
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Turning to the origin of fake news, Figure 7 shows the distribution
of responses by demographic and attitude-categories to the question on
‘who is primarily responsible for the spread of fake news’. As for
demographic patterns, older respondents and those living in small
settlements tend to hold the political elite more responsible whereas
women, citizens living in larger localities, and higher educated
respondents tend to identify the media as the chief culprit. Some
interesting patterns emerge when contrasting respondents with different
social attitudes. The largest differences are found between social
conservatives and liberals with a significantly larger share of the former
(40%) holding the media more responsible than the latter (30%). This
chimes in with the frequently voiced grievance?® of conservatives for the
alleged liberal bias of the mainstream media. In a related manner (and
unsurprisingly), those with a low level of trust in the media tend to hold
the media as well as the political elite more responsible and only a
marginal share of them blames individual citizens. This kind of
responsibility assignment closely aligns with the notion of populism?®
triggering a deep level of distrust towards the political and social elites,
blaming them for various social ills afflicting the common people and

the nation. The effectiveness of this blame rhetoric is on plain display

28 https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/pdf/10.1177/0896920514528816
29 https://amc.sas.upenn.edu/cas-mudde-populism-twenty-first-century liberalforum.eu ‘
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according to our results. Finally and equally interestingly, market liberals
(placed on the right of the economic left-right scale) have a markedly

higherpropensity to hold individual citizens (20%) compared to those
on the economic left (9%). To the extent that market liberalism is rooted in

the notion of individual responsibility, it is hardly surprising that market
liberals place the burden of the “original sin® on the shoulders of
individuals rather than political and social institutions.

Figure 7: The attribution of responsibility for fake news by average levels of
the covariates
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As far as the political perception of fake news are concerned,
we noted before that there was a slight bias towards the right (in the

sense that more people tend to associate the spread of fake news
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with right-wing politics). Such partisan asymmetry also varies by
demographic and attitudinal characteristics.

Unsurprisingly, on both the economic and the cultural domain,
right-wing respondents tend to blame the “other” side (i.e. the left) for the
spread of fake news whereas social liberals and economic leftists tend to
do the mirror opposite. More interestingly, respondents with the lowest
levels of trust in the media tend to associate fake news more with the
right, which is somewhat counterintuitive if one thinks of low-trust
individuals as more likely to fall victim to the appeals of the populist right.
Political sophisticates (high levels of political affinity) are polarized as to
which side is more responsible and they are much less likely to see both
sides as equally responsible than the general population. The obvious
interpretation of this finding is that politically involved citizens are better
able to pick sides on the debate of “who is to blame”.

Among demographic groups, younger and college educated
respondents are less likely to associate fake news with the left - which is
probably related to the general left-liberal orientation of these
demographic groups - and there is a general gender asymmetry in the
sense that men are more likely to associate fake news with either political
camp than women. This gender gap may have to do with the generally
lower involvement of women in politics, or (somewhat speculatively)
gender-specific socialization may orient women towards more moderate
positions and a greater willingness to discern social phenomena beyond
the logic of tribal politics.
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Figure 8: The political perception of fake news by average levels of the
covariates
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Zooming in further on the perception of misinformation spread by the
Russian and Western media in the context of the Russia-Ukraine war, we
show the distribution of responses by the same covariates. Among the
demographic groups, older respondents, those living in the smallest
localities and those with the lowest levels of education tend to display
more apologetic attitudes towards Russian media. For instance, while
more than half of young respondents (55%) think that Russian media
spreads more fake news than Western media, the corresponding figures for
the older cohorts are only around 25%. In the domain of attitudes, it is only to
be expected that social conservatives show the highest level of sympathy
towards Russian media, in line with the generally pro-Russian stance of
the European populist right*® and their voters. It is more surprising that
such sympathy towards the Russian media’s coverage of the war also
manifests itself among economic leftists, perhaps as a reflection of their
suspicion and distrust towards mainstream media in the West, often accused
of being a mere mouthpiece of corporate interests. This interpretation is
highly consistent with the staggering difference between those with high
and low levels of trust in the media. No less than 62% of those with high levels
of trust consider Russian media less reliable whereas the corresponding figure
among those with low levels of trust is a mere 4%. Comparatively speaking,
the predictive power of online vs. traditional media use  and
political  affinity is muted though respondents with high levels of
political affinity tend to also hold Russian media more responsible for the
spread of fake news.

30  https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/pdf/10.1007/s12290-010-0135-1
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Figure 9: The perceived role of Russian and Western media by average levels
of the covariates
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When it comes to the political context in which respondents have
come across fake news, the differences between demographic and
attitudinal groups are less noteworthy. Of the two most common
sources of fake news perception, young citizens, women, and higher
educated citizens are less likely to mention war and more likely to
mention the pandemic as the primary context for fake news. Among the
attitudinal variables, political affinity seems to be the strongest predictor
of context-specific fake news perceptions: political sophisticates are
more likely to mention the war (32% vs. 20%) and less likely to mention the
pandemic (26% vs. 41%) compared to citizens of low political affinity.
There is also a mild tendency among social conservatives and market
liberals to view the war as the main origin of fake news compared to
economic leftists and social liberals, respectively. However, this latter
effect seems considerably smaller than the strong association we have
previously uncovered between ideology and other aspects of fake
news beliefs and perceptions. Generally speaking, as well, the political
context in which fake news are perceived depends only to a very
limited extent on respondents’ demographic and attitudinal profiles.
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Figure 10: The perceived political context of fake news by the average levels
of the covariates
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The main limitations of the bi-variate relationships we have
found stem from two possibly confounding sources, one of which we
are able to address quite well, the other considerably less so (and
constitutes one of the limitations of our study). First, some of these
relationships might simply be spurious, in statistical parlance, because
of the composition effect of different demographic and attitudinal
groups. For instance, an observed relationship  between a

demographic group and fake news perceptions might simply be
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an artifact of that demographic group holding distinct social attitudes. As
an example, we refer the reader back to Figure 6 where both age and

social conservatism were shown to be highly correlated with fake news
beliefs with younger respondents and social liberals much less
predisposed to believe in fake news. But if young cohorts are
simultaneously much more likely to be social liberals - which, as
we know from many studies®!, they are - we are left in the dark as to
whether it is age or social liberal attitudes that are driving the
relationship.  Secondly, the causal relationship, if there is one,
between different attitudes (to stick to the same example, between
social conservatism and fake news beliefs) can go both ways and
it is a priori unclear which way the causality runs. White it
is reasonable to conjecture that fundamental beliefs and values on
gay rights and immigration causally precede fake news beliefs, it
is also conceivable that exposure and belief in fake news feed
back into  those underlying attitudes reinforcing (and
complicating) the causal loop. More generally, the bivariate
relationship between different attitudes that we presented above tell us
little about the direction of causality.

To mitigate these problems, we now turn to multivariate
modeling where the impact of different variables can be controlled for.
In effect, we estimate the simultaneous impact of these variables
which allows us to filter out the confounding effect of other
variables (first problem). While a well-specified multivariate model
also goes a long way inaddressing the second problem, a more
complex research design and data collection would be needed to
fully overcome it. We thus ask the reader to treat the “direction of
causality” issue as an intellectual exercise to think about when
interpreting the findings we are presenting in the study.

We begin with fitting a multivariate linear regression
model*? to predict fake news beliefs of individuals. Specifically, we
seek to predict an individual's receptiveness to fake news (their score
on the fake news index) as a function of the demographic and
attitudinal ~ covariates that we presented above. Figure 11 below
shows the estimated impact from these models with the dots
representing the point estimates (“the most likely” impact of a given
variable on fake news beliefs based on the data) and the horizontal
brackets around the dots representing the confidence interval, or
the statistical uncertainty of the estimates. When the horizontal bracket
crosses the vertical line drawn at point 0 of the X axis, it indicates that

the estimate is non-significant (more precisely, statistically
31 https://library.capen.org/bitstream/handle/20.500.12657/23028/1/1007133.pdf
32 Linear regressions are the simplest forms of multivariate statistical analysis that is appropriate

to use when the researcher aims to predict continuous dependent variables as a function of
their covariates. In our case, the variable we aim to predict is the fake news index (ranging

between -1 and +1).
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indistinguishable from 0), and therefore we have no evidence that the given
variable has any impact on fake news beliefs based on the data) and the
horizontal brackets around the dots representing the confidence interval,
orthe statistical uncertainty of the estimates. When the horizontal bracket
crosses the vertical line drawn at point 0 of the X axis, it indicates that the
estimate is non-significant (more precisely, statistically indistinguishable
from 0), and therefore we have no evidence that the given variable has
any impact on fake news beliefs.

Another important point of clarification for the less statistically
involved reader is the interpretation of the estimates of different kinds of
variables. For continuous predictor variables (in our case, social attitudes),
the estimates refer to the estimated difference between an individual
scoring the lowest and an individual scoring the highest on the given
scale (because of the way those variables are constructed and scaled
between O and 1). For categorical predictors (the demographic
variables), a slightly different interpretation is called for. For each
demographic variable, each estimate needs to be interpreted relative
to a reference category that is omitted from the figures. In the case of
country, this omitted reference category is the UK, for gender it is men, for
age groups it is the young, for type of locality it is the capitals, and for levels
of education it is the lowest education group. So, for instance, the
estimated impact of the “Female” variable is relative to "Male” while
the estimated impact of “Small towns” is relative to those living in capitals.
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Figure 11: the estimated impact of demographic and attitudinal variables on
fake news beliefs
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As we can see from the estimates, all the relationships we
highlighted above hold, or in other words, they have an independent impact
on fake news beliefs. Social conservatism stands out as the most
important determinant with around 0.7 point separating the most liberal
from the most conservative person in the sample (with the latter being
significantly more predisposed towards fake news). This is followed, in
magnitude, by trust in the media, and online vs. traditional media use.
Comparatively speaking, the impact of demographic variables is more
limited but still significant (with more educated, urban, and young voters
less likely to believe in fake news). It appears, therefore, that the
bivariate relationships we have shown before have an independent
impact on fake news beliefs, although their strength varies from
variable to variable with the impact of attitudes, generally speaking,
stronger than the impact of demographics alone.

Proceeding to the other aspects of fake news perceptions, we now
use a different statistical model. Since these additional perception
variables (who is responsible for fake news, are they more common on the
left or right etc.) we are seeking to explain are not continuous but

rather categorical, linear regressions are inappropriate. Instead, we
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use multinomial logistic regressions which are generally used to
predict the likelihood of a respondent choosing different answer
categories as a function of the covariates. The correct
interpretation of the estimated effects we show below s
therefore the (average) impact on the likelihood (on the 0-1 scale) of a
respondent choosing a given response category with all the other
variables held constant in the statistical model.

Starting with the assignment of responsibility for fake news
(Figure 12), some of the country differences we discussed before
appear particularly pronounced in this multivariate setting: Polish - and
to a more limited extent, Hungarian -  respondents are significantly
less likely to blame the media and more likely to blame politicians and
the government. The impact of the demographic variables, by contrast,
are rather muted (and in most of the cases non-significant) and it is the
attitudinal covariates instead that explain most of the variation in the
responses. In particular, trust in the media is associated with a somewhat
higher likelihood to blame foreign actors and a much higher (by
almost  50%) likelihood to blame individual citizens and a
correspondingly lower likelihood of blaming the political elite. These
huge differences in likelihoods, however, need to be put in context of
the way our explanatory variables are constructed on the 0-1 scale. As
explained before, these estimates mark the estimated difference
between an individual scoring the lowest and scoring the highest on the
given variable. In addition to trust in the media, the economic left-right

scale also appears to have a sizeable impact with respondents on the
economic right having a tendency to blame individuals rather than
politicians, whereas social conservatives tend to blame the media more (and
citizens less). Interestingly, neither the economic-left right scale nor the
social conservatism scale appears to be significantly associated with the
likelihood of blaming foreign actors for the spread of fake news.
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Figure 12: the estimated impact of demographic and attitudinal variables on
responsibility attribution for fake news
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As for the perceived partisan bias of fake news (Figure 13), the
next multivariate model seeks to explain the likelihood of a
respondent associating fake news more with the right or the left (or
alternatively, not seeing any difference between the two). Polish and
Hungarian respondents tend to associate it more with the right
(relative to Czech and British respondents), presumably linked to the
political context and the media environment in which these
respondents are situated. Yet again, the impact of demographics is
rather  modest and usually non-significant  though younger
respondents are somewhat less likely to associate fake news with the left
(presumably partly due to their own political bias). Unsurprisingly, both
social liberals and economic leftists associate them more with the right and
the reverse applies for social conservatives and market liberals (though
the impact of the social conservatism scale is larger than that of
the economic left-right scale). Respondents, therefore, are heavily biased
in the perception of fake news origins as a function of their own ideology.
Political affinity tends to increase the likelihood of picking either side,
testimony to the fact that political affinity tends togo hand-in-hand
with  partisan convictions. Finally, trust in the media tends to orient
respondents towards left-wing association of fake news though, as our
country-specific charts show on our online visualization tool, this heavily
depends on the kind of media environment a respondent is located in. For
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instance, trust in the Hungarian media, is almost synonymous with
trust in the (right-wing) government, hence the left-wing association
with fake news.

Figure 13: the estimated impact of demographic and attitudinal variables on
the political association of fake news
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Similar patterns can be observed for the Russian vs. Western
media question as far as the relative impact of demographics and
attitudes are concerned with the former dwarfed in importance by the latter
(Figure 14). The exception concerns the country of the respondent with
Czech and Hungarian respondents considerably more likely to blame
Western media than Polish and British respondents. Other than that, the
expected patterns hold with regards to attitudes. Social conservatives are
more likely to blame Western media, those with high levels of trust in
the media and those with high levels of political affinity are more likely
to blame Russian media for misinformation in the context of the war.
Interestingly, online vs. traditional media use also shows up as a significant
and substantively important determinant with those spending more time
in the online relative to the offline space more likely to displaying
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apologetic attitudes towards Russian media (and blame
Western media instead). As a cautious interpretation, Russia’s
misinformation campaigns®® in the online space appears to have at least
partly succeeded in its goals.

Figure 14: the estimated impact of demographic and attitudinal variables on
the perceived role of Russian and Western media
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Finally, we ran the same multivariate models for the primary
(perceived) political context for fake news. We only show the impact
on predicted probabilities for the three most common mentions: the
war, the Covid-19 pandemic and immigration (Figure 15). The country
differences are again, quite important: Czech respondents associate fake
news most with the war and British respondents the least. Conversely,
British respondents are more likely to have encountered fake news in the
context of the pandemic and immigration. There are also important
differences regarding age with older respondents significantly less likely
to have encountered fake news in the context of the pandemic
compared to younger respondents. In contrast to previous aspects of fake
news perceptions, the role of social attitudes is comparatively limited in their
explanatory power. The largest impact concerns social conservatives who
are significantly less likely to perceive fake news in the context of
immigration (perhaps because they are less prone to consider a lot of
immigration related misinformation as fake news, as such). Political
sophisticates and economic leftists are more likely to associate fake news

with the war and less likely with the pandemic. Interestingly and in
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contrast to other aspects of fake news perceptions, trust in the media does
not appear to orient respondents towards identifying one context over

another as far as the fake news associations are concerned.

Figure 15: the estimated impact of demographic and attitudinal variables on
the perceived context of fake news34
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To sum up our findings this far, we have uncovered
important differences in fake news perceptions between citizens of
various national and demographic backgrounds as well as social
attitudes. Generally speaking, British respondents are the least and Czech
respondents are the most receptive to fake news (on average). Polish and
Hungarian respondents are the most likely to associate fake news
with the political right, British and Polish respondents are more likely
to blame Russian media for their spread, and British respondents are
more likely to associate them with the theme of immigration. Overall,
attitudinal characteristics of respondents do a better job at explaining
the variation in fake news perceptions than demographic
characteristics alone, though we have highlighted the role of education,
age, and type of settlement with higher educated citizens, younger
cohorts, and urban dwellers less likely to believe in fake news. What
emerged, as a sort of “master-variable” to explain multiple aspects of fake
news attitudes was social conservatism. At the same time, trust in the

media and high levels of political affinity help to reduce receptiveness

34  We selected, for illustration, only the three most common mentions for illustration: the war, the

Covid-19 pandemic, and immigration ,
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towards fake news and also heavily influence the way citizens assign blame
to certain actors and associate fake news with different political contexts.

In an attempt to capture these multi-faceted findings in a concise table,
Table 1 below summarizes the estimates from our multivariate models. +
and - signs indicate the predictor variables’ impact on fake news beliefs
whereas initials (in capital) indicate the impact of the predictor variables on
the likelihood of the respondent choosing one of the categories in the
categorical outcome variables over another. Double signs indicate a
strong impact whereas single signs indicate a weak/moderate
impact. Empty boxes indicate no  statistically significant  or
substantively marginal impact.

Table 1: Summary table of the predictor variables’ impact on the outcome
variables of interest
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Based on this table, we are now well positioned to sketch an ideal
typical profile of a citizen who is the most receptive to fake news. Leaving
nationality aside, this citizen is best characterized as a middle-aged or elderly
woman, living in a small settlement and having low levels of education. In
terms of her values, she is likely to be socially conservative, displaying low
levels of trust in the media, spending more time online than offline in
their news consumption and generally speaking having low levels of
political affinity. This profile, however, needs some tweaks when it comes
to other aspects of fake news perception. For instance, demographics do
not explain at all the likelihood of blaming Russia or the West more for the
spread of fake news and they do so only to a limited extent the other aspects
of fake news perceptions that we have investigated in this study. Social

attitudes, by contrast, are important determinants of these other aspects
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as well. Social conservatism, for instance, heavily predisposes individuals

towards associating fake news with the left and Westernmedia, whereas trust
in the media heavily orients respondents towards blaming individual citizens

and Russian media for the spread of misinformation. Ultimately, fake
news perceptions are a complex and multi-faceted social phenomena
and only with a combination of demographic and attitudinal variables
can we understand their drivers.

Quantitative survey data, useful as they are, only tell us a
broad-brush understanding of popular perceptions of
misinformation, however. What this data cannot tell us are the
deeper narratives and emotive reactions and associations that
discussions related to particular pieces of misinformation evoke in
citizens. To this end, we now turn to the second angle of our
research project and present the findings from our social listening
exercise undertaken in the four countries.
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Chapter 5

Social listening: The discussion on the alleged
genocide by Ukrainian soldiers in the social
media space

Qualitative in-depth analysis of online user discourses opens
a window onto the ways disinformation narratives and fake news
are internalized and reinforced  through  the  narratives and
associations  internet commenters add to overarching
disinformation narratives disseminated via the Russian propaganda
machine. To achieve this via the qualitative prong of the research project,
we endeavored to locate, isolate, and analyze such associated narratives
and user contextualization regarding the alleged genocide by Ukrainian
soldiers in Eastern Ukraine.

Our decision to focus on one particular strand of misinformation
was a deliberate one. The narrow framework allowed us to strive for
granular detail about local user narratives, including how the
historical, cultural, economic, and societal contexts of the four
diverse nations influence online discussions. By doing so we could
paint a detailed picture of the emotional charges and rationalizations
within  country specific discourses. The venture was not without its
methodological challenges, as we have detailed in an earlier section of the
research report.

As a preview to our findings, we can establish that this particular
fake news item was detected in all four examined online discourses, and
we can also establish that while some narratives are apparent in all the
discourses, others were country-specific. The following chapter looks
at the four discourses separately, but indicates the commonalities
observed in the unveiled narratives. Each subchapter introduces
why specific contexts, associations and disseminated narratives differed.
These subtle or not so subtle differences also highlight how effective
the Russian propaganda mechanisms actually are.

A number of sources® and studies’® underline and
detail the coordinated efforts of Russian disinformation
dissemination. While the phenomena has been around for a decade
now, there are clearindications of escalated coordination in  the
spread  of  Russian propaganda’’ preceding the invasion of Ukraine in

February 2022. The aim of this effort was clearly to change the

35  https://www.disinfo.eu/publications/ukraine-conflict-disinformation-worldwide-narratives-and-
trends/

36  https://politicalcapital.hu/pc-admin/source/
documentspc_v4_social_media_war_ukraine_20220505.pdf

37  Footn34  https://www.nytimes.com/2022/02/03/us/politics/russia-ukraine-invasion-

pretext.ntml?smid=nytcore-ios-share&referringSource=articleShareote
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narrative framing of the actual events of the war and paint Ukrainians as

the real source of the conflict’® through a systemic misinformation
campaign®®.  Coordinated efforts from the Russian propaganda

machine had been detected even before the start of the war,
purposefully setting the stage by deploying the narrative of Ukrainian
aggression and inhumane behavior. The fake news disseminated
through all possible channels gave a detailed account of how Russian
speaking minorities in the Ukraine have been the victims of brutal
atrocities for close to a decade. The spewed disinformation
claimed that there was evidence of mass murders and genocide in the
region, a claim that has been proven to be false?®, the evidence
presented both off and online was falsified*. While there were
aggressive acts, the International Criminal Court's 2016 report#?
claims that: "The information available did not provide a reasonable
basis to believe that the attack was systematic or widespread.”

Throughout our own analysis we have observed the tactic of

how these overarching Russian propaganda narratives were adapted to
best resonate with the local citizens' views and experiences. These
‘personalizations” are continuously making the dissemination of the
false claims less obvious, simultaneously achieving greater emotive
reactions and deeper engagement from local online commentators.

Here it is important to note that the term genocide has a very

precise legal definition*3, but during our investigations (both

the quantitative survey and the qualitative social listening) it became clear
that citizens’ own interpretation is significantly broader. How the

term

is translated through their lay lenses will be especially important

when we look at the narratives calling on global and local historical
contexts that are present in each researched online
discourse. This juxtaposition of historical and current events aims to
maximize online user involvement and trigger emotional responses. In
addition to historical references, narratives underlining the
responsibility of the West (especially the US) are also present in
each examined discourse. To varying degrees criticism of Western
involvement is dovetailed with anti-capitalist and anti-establishment

sentiment, spiced with veiled or very explicit antisemitism.

The economic and cultural threat of Ukrainian refugees is also a

38
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https://www.estdev.ee/wp-content/uploads/sites/73/2022/06/HWAG_report_Eng_
online.pdf

https://researchportal.helsinki.fi/en/publications/fake-news-the-narrative-battle-over-the-
ukrainian-conflict

https://www.osce.org/special-monitoring-mission-to-ukraine-closed
https://www.newsguardtech.com/special-reports/russian-disinformation-tracking-center/
https://www.icc-cpi.int/sites/default/files/iccdocs/otp/161114-otp-rep-PE_ENG.pdf

https://www.un.org/en/genocideprevention/documents/Genocide Convention-

FactSheet-ENG.pdf
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rather interesting associated narrative, foremost appearing in the Czech
and Polish online conversations. The issue of Ukrainian

refugees posing any sort of threat is conspicuously absent from
Hungarian discourse,  which illustrates  a shift  in populist
governmental communication (and the comparatively limited number
of Ukrainian refugees who chose Hungary as their destination).
While right-wing political actors in Hungary had been the most vocal
about the dangers of mass migration in 2015, their discourse about
Ukrainian refugees was in stark contrast. The noble and charitable
nature  of Hungarians was emphasized in the government's
communication as a way to rebalance the international narrative on
Hungary with its pro-Russian and anti-immigration stance in the center.

After the summarizing thoughts about the present narratives, we
must turn our attention to those who are participating in the online
discussions. As part of the social listening prong we have formulated a
qualitative user typology to categorize participants active in the
discussions. We find this a welcome granular qualitative addition to
author categories introduced by other research that foremost
investigated posting frequency, account authenticity, and political
influencer status. Acknowledging that most social media outlets restrict
legal access to demographic and socio-economic information, the
qualitative author archetypes of online discussions were extrapolated
from their expressed motivations, opinions or attitudes, and the topics
and narratives they contributed to the online conversations. It is important
to note that the demarcation of these archetypes are rather fluid, and can
be subject to change over time. Based on our social listening analysis
the following six qualitative author categories emerged as main
drivers of the online conversations:

e Pro-Russian authors: Authors and commentators who explicitly
express sympathy for the Russians in the conflict. An important
aspect of their argument posits that the invasion of Ukraine was
provoked, and motivated by a deeply rooted hatred towards
Russian speaking minorities of Ukraine, which has culminated in
aggression, acts of violence, and even systematic genocide by
Ukrainians.

e Anti-Ukrainian authors: Authors and commentators that express
anti-Ukrainian sentiment in their posts, but do not necessarily
express pro-Russian opinions. Negative attitudes towards Ukraine
and Ukrainians can stem from diverse interpretations of historical
conflicts, majority-minority relations in Ukraine’s multiethnic state,
personal experiences and are heavily influenced by the narratives
introduced by Russian propaganda.

e Anti-West authors: Authors who do not necessarily express

opinions about either directly participating nation, but view the
current situation as a culmination of the way Western values,
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Figure 16: Qualitative author categories
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political and economic interests have been shaping events for the
past decades. The most commonly voiced criticisms morph into anti
US, anti-EU, and anti-NATO narratives, which are often laced with anti
globalist and anti-capitalist opinions. Many share the view that a proxy
war is occurring, and that in reality the US / Western puppet-masters
are calling all the important shots.

o Politically motivated authors: A myriad of motivations can be
associated with this group, whose opinions are mainly formulated in
connection with domestic politics. By and large, they formulate an
opinion on the Russian-Ukrainian conflict according to their political
and party affiliations - echoing common campaign narratives and
communication threads. Their activity is motivated foremost by
expressions of dissatisfaction with either their government or the
opposition. This group was particularly organized and vocal during the
Hungarian parliamentary election. They proved similarly dominant,
while voicing concerns over proposed Czech legislation, aiming to
curb the spread of disinformation and banning of certain misleading
online publications. Political commentary was present in Poland as
well, as the economic and cultural tensions between Polish society
and Ukrainian refugees escalated. A relevant sub-group of politically
motivated authors are public figures - but in the context of the alleged
genocides, only a handful of politicians or public influencers have
shared content which has of yet not been deleted - notable
exceptions are from Hungary and far-right Polish public figures.

o« Conspiracy theory enthusiasts: A conglomerate of users spreading
fake and interconnected narratives between Covid-19, an emerging
new world order (the Great Reset), biological warfare, alternate
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historical explanations and other fringe conspiracy theories. While they
spin a wide-cast and discombobulating web of alternative truths, and
absolutely false narratives, they are less active in mainstream discussion
threads. Many of the fake Covid-related content has been removed from
social media platforms. Members of this group often have confusing
narrative styles, many times utterly undecipherable to the "misled
masses”.

e Radicals:A group of authors dispersing hate-speech and extremely
violent and racist commentary. Most of their posts in connection with
the war and the alleged genocide are strikingly malignant and
antisemitic. The social listening identified that from the four examined
discourses, the most littered is the Hungarian conversation. While most
of these comments appear in the Disqus powered comment sections of
fringe far-right radical sites, they are present on pro-Russian propaganda
pages and in Facebook comment threads as well.

The following chapter introduces the detailed findings of
the so-cial listening exercise, examining the four discourses

separately, whilst indicating parallel narratives.
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Chapter 6

Social listening: Detailed qualitative results
from the online conversation analysis

Narratives in the Hungarian online space

As posited in the Introduction of the research report, the social
and political context of Hungary is quite different from the other
analyzed countries. The government's policies and communication
regarding the war (including Russia’s whitewashing and Prime Minister
Viktor Orban’s and the government's congenial relationship with Putin)
contributes to a considerable extent to a hospitable environment for
pro-Russian and anti-Ukrainian narratives. Surveys have concluded** that
Hungarian society’s attitude towards the war, sanctions, and support for
providing military aid for Ukraine, is markedly different from the other
examined societies. Overall it appears that Hungarians are the most avid
opponents of getting involved in a military conflict (echoing the
government’s narratives of propagating peace over war), thus Hungarians
show the lowest support for a hawkish military and economic stance
against Russia. The Hungarian public's support for economic sanctions
declined the most over the year, and over a third of the respondents
have stated that the sanctions have negative economic consequences,
including high inflation rates. This expressed opinion directly mirrors the
government'’s publicly conveyed messages.

In a parallel fashion, Hungarians also reject the notion that staying
away from the conflict can have negative consequences and it might
precipitate further Russian military attacks on other countries than
Ukraine. among the examined countries, Hungary also has the highest
percent of those saying that the war in Ukraine is "none of our business”.

In an apparent contradiction to these survey results about
Hungarians opting to stay out of the conflict on the grounds that it is "not
our business”’, we have observed that social media activity and commentary
on the topic is quite immense and Hungarian internet users are highly
engaged with the topic of war in the online space.

Several relevant studies®® on social media discourses
have suggested that the Hungarian online sphere is a hotbed for a
coordinated spread of disinformation. The  Russian  propaganda
machine has been deploying automated bots, trained trolls, and
engaged individuals disseminating large quantities of disinformation

via the form of repetitive commenting, translating, and linking Russian

44 https://www.ipsos.com/en/war-in-ukraine-january-2023

45 https://politicalcapital.nu/pc-admin/source/documents/pc_v4_social_media ,
_war_ukraine_20220505.pdf liberalforum.eu
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articles or actively engaging with known pro-Russian sites and social media

accounts. Our social listening exercise has come to the same conclusion:
Hungarian commenters are highly active in spreading false information

and narratives. The messages and sentiment mirroring the main
Russian disinformation narratives, all the while adding enough personal,
contextual, and historic details to make the comments and posts “believable”
and relatable to everyday social media users.

Next, we turn to the introduction and evaluation of the main
narratives identified in the discussion on the alleged genocide by Ukrainian
soldiers in the Hungarian social media space, which incidentally was the
fake news item that the highest percent of Hungarians mistakenly identified
as true in the previously introduced survey part of the research report.

The social media analysis has concluded that the topic triggers
vehement responses, with the language and the style of the comments
often being hostile, vulgar with quite explicitly anti-semitic overtones
compared to the other discourses.

It is also worth mentioning that these false statements and
associated narratives were also disseminated by mainstream news
outlets with considerable impact and respect amongst the conservative
voters in Hungary — this is an aspect not observed in other discourses.
Another unique trend is that politicians who do not belong to extreme
parties, but rather to the ruling populist party have shared the fake news
item on their public sites. Not only have they shared such disinformation,
but these posts have not been deleted and they are still available for
consumption and commentary. This is the case despite the fact that the
news of genocide in Eastern Ukraine has been amply investigated, and
relevant entities have concluded the story to be fake.

Figure 17 below introduces the main narratives attached to the news
item by Hungarian online authors, followed by a detailed
elaboration on their associations, contexts, and emotional charges.

1 Footnote
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Figure 17: Narrative map of Hungarian discourse

1. "No action was taken while the Ukrainians terrorized Russian
speaking minorities™

Statements from both public and private authors were highly engaged
with the narrative alluding to the fact that everybody knew about
the atrocities and the genocide that were taking place in Eastern
Ukraine, yet nobody took any action. Commenters argue that if
this type of massacre had taken place in any other part of the world,
there would have been immediate public outcry and a military response
would have been on the table. They posit that the reason for the global
silence is that nobody cares about Russian minorities. Here they
argue that there issimilar indifference towards Hungarians living
in the Sub-Carpathian region. They conclude that the motivation for
this long-standing ignorance lies within the economic, military, and
cultural interests of the West / US. According to their argument the
whole world is complicit in this violence,

with the exception of the Hungarian Prime Minister Viktor Orban.
Pro-FIDESZ political commentary focuses on the bravery of Mr. Orban,
who has raised his voice, despite risking political and economic

isolation for his government and the country. Orban loyalists argue
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that “true-hearted” Hungarians must take a stance for peace, but it

is not right to punish Putin or the Russian people. This identified
narrative directly mirrors elements of both party communication, and

lines of Russian propaganda narratives.

Figure 18: Quotes illustrating Hungarian narrative (1)
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2. "Putin has the right and the responsibility to protect his people™

Clearly intertwined with the first main narrative, the
silence surrounding the nine years of Ukrainian aggression is
enough justification for Putin to wage war against the Ukrainians.
According to this narrative, Putin’s motivations are solely to protect his
people, to bring solace to his nation. Elements in this narrative can
be directly traced to the messages of the Kremlin, which have been
stating that the attack was an act of self-defense, and other
sovereign nations would have acted the same if their ethnic
minorities had been abused. Users participating in these
conversations are staunchly pro-Russian, and express pride and
appreciation for the “bravery and tolerance” demonstrated by the Russian
leader in the past.
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Figure 19: Quotes illustrating Hungarian narrative (2)
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Ingibta ehidnkpges kpomai hadmreelelel T

What we are seeing is thatl the forces that carmied
out the coup diéfat in Ukraine in 2014 have taken
over and are sl taking over . the genocioe of

rrvi iores of peeogde wio Tnee ina rghimane - wio
court onfy on Russia, who have only hope in us.

Thiey knesw about i, yed they did nothingt and
e yo wornder wiy Putindefends his peopke
and lauwnched & special military operation!

= Mlindent lehet megvalicztabni egy birios azck ax
emberek csalodtak o5 &z oraszokiol sreretnenei
sagtregel mar eleguk van & hansgsagokbod

Everytheryd ooy be chavged one thing is for sure
those people a re disappointed and want help
from the Russian people they are fed up with
e lress:

3. "What if it were the Hungarians?"

Nationalist commentators discuss the similarities between the
abused Russian minorities, and the Hungarian ethnic minorities living in
Transylvania or the Sub-Carpathian region. Authors are especially aggrieved
by the mistreatment of the Hungarian speaking population in Ukraine,
therein lies their motivation to express sympathies with the Russians. While
not all of them see the war as a good solution, it is evident from their
conversation that they harbor deeply rooted anti-Ukrainian sentiments.
They argue that they would have similar expectations of the Hungarian
government if Hungarian minorities were the victims of systemic
genocide. Within this narrative it becomes quite apparent that aggression
and severe atrocities are equated in the lay public perception to acts of
genocide. This was clarified and emphasized as a methodological
challenge in an earlier section of the report — as social listening is a
passive research method, there was no possibility to correct this
problematic assumption during the course of the research.
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Figure 20: Quotes illustrating Hungarian narrative (3)

- Oroszorszdg az orosz embereket widi. Magyarorszig is ezt tenné, ha a romdnok
tankokkal gyilkolnik a magyarckat Erdélyben.

Russiais protecting the Russian people. Hungary would do the same if the
Romarians were Killing Hurgarans in Trarsylvania with tanks.

5 a magyar nemzeti kise (Hddztetdse, terrorizilisa Kirpataljpin évek dta
vannak , nem hdbord utdn kezddtek . Nem is lehet varmi valtozast | ha ceak tétbenil
wirndnk hogy ukrdnok més nemzeti kisebbségek szembani politikijin Snként
viltortatna . A Balkinon widie a nyugat a nemzeti kisebbségeket , most tdmogatjsk
akik sértik ax ok jogaikat |, EX ohyan minta akkor az USA i Srhdamot tamogatta
wolna |

Arrd the persecution and terrornztion of the Hunganan national minontyin
Trarnscarpathia have been going on for years, not since the war, and we cannot
expect change if we just wait idly for Ukranians to voluntarily change their
policies towards other national minonties. In the Balkans the West protected
national minorties, now they support those who violate thedr rights, itSs like the
LISA would have supported Saddam back then!

4. "Sub-Carpathia could be returned to Hungary now™

A small, but vocal group of revisionist commentators have
envisioned the war as a first step towards rearranging the geography of
Europe. They yearn for the Hungarian “lost land” of Sub-Carpathia to be
returned to Hungary. These extreme views were voiced foremost in
far-right, fundamentalist communities as a radical, but not a very salient
narrative. We suspect (and know based on personal experiences) that
these ideas get greater traction in the private parts of the Hungarian social
media space.

liberalforum.eu '



Bad News Travel Fast, Fake News Travel Faster European Liberal Forum Research Paper | July 2023

Figure 21: Quotes illustrating Hungarian narrative (4)

Pusztuljon ar Susretikoll Ukragna a Fold szinérdl! Karpatalja pedig tégen haral
HAJRA PUTYIN] s o

Destroy the cobbledtogether Ukraine from the face of the Earth! And let
Transcarpathia return home! GO PUTING s mw s

Vesszen Ukrajna! Hajrd Oroszorszdg! Le a zsiddkazdrtahd rezsimmel! Kirpatalja visszatér Kirpdtalja NEM ukrajna '

Fuck Ukraine! Go Russial Down with the Jewocked regime! Carpathia returns! Transcarpathia is
NOT Ukraine. '

5. "West's and America’s war — Hungarians need to stay out of the
conflict™

A large part of the conversation is devoted to the roles the EU, the US,
and NATO play in the war. A number of mentions discuss the ways in which
the conflict either serves or violates Western interests. Hungarian authors,
especially those who express anti-West attitudes, aim to distance themselves
from any participation or association with the war. This strand of the
narrative mirrors the official domestic messages of the government, which
center around being the sole proponents of peace. In line with this
communication, commentators argue that Hungarians are only safe if the
war is ended as swiftly as possible (they imply that this is true for Hungarians
living in Ukraine as well). Many who contribute to this narrative are either
anti-West authors, or politically motivated authors, but anti-Ukrainian
participants are also active participants in the discussion.
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Figure 22: Quotes illustrating Hungarian narrative (5)

@A hiboni nem 1 éve, hanem 9. éve tart! Az ukrdn
resien 2014-ben kiverbnyelte a tankokat sajdt népe
Muﬂ.’mummm
kivetelt!
mMem Oroszorszig kexdte a hiborit! Akl mést mond,

uMhuMh“mW

The war has been going on for 9 vears, not 11n

2014, the Urainian regime deployed tanks
against its own peoplke, Ukrainian aghression
resulted in 14 000 deaths!

L:

Russiadidnot star Lhe warl Armone who says
otherwise is Iying and sening the interests of the
Amencars!

e tudom, mint politiusnak
TNy kel “meggondoltan’ u-gall'nu ia, de srerintem, & magyarok
gondelodd 1OD0RRgE STeinl nem a2 arodrok voltak ax DEUERSIoIOK!
VALOBAMN EZ A HABDRL 2014-OTA TART! Ceak egy éve mér nem behatett
Rkl B Beavatkords ndlicll] Az UISA az agresszee, b3 Rbleg a Biden
kormdnyrds migott 4l spekuling, rablé, gyilos pdnzhatalom®

—_—

| diorn 't know how “thoughtid® you have tobe asa
politician, but | think the thinking majority of
Hungariars thnk that the Russians were not the
aggressors! INDEED THIS WAR HAS BEEN GOING
ON SINCE 20141 Only a year ago it could not be
sustained any longer without intervention! The
US is the aggressor, and especially the

speculating predatony: mundering money power
behind the Biden adminstration!

6. "If it was up to the opposition, we would send our sons to war™

Turning to fully politically motivated commentary, we find the
narrative deployed by the government during the campaign of the 2022
parliamentary elections. Playing on the fear of war, the wish of safety and
stability, in addition to some (purposefully) misunderstood, and ill-advised
remarks from the leader of the opposition, the pro-government
propaganda machine flooded the online space with coordinated posts
and comments about how a change in government would result in
Hungary becoming involved in the war. Interestingly, although there
was fear of being the subject of Russian war efforts, the sentiment of
the authors still showed a pro-Russian and anti-Ukrainian orientation. All
in all, in this narrative the greatest divide was between ruling party FIDESZ

and the opposition campaign alliance.
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Figure 23: Quotes illustrating Hungarian narrative (6)

! al uia! :sa! ag Q ista nyugat seggét nyaljak.miért nem haznak innen a p.a .a

nagy demokrécidba?Mert ok is tudjak.nagyon rossz az irany nyugaton.de azt
hiszik,itt a balos .nyugati Ggynakok nem hozzék a nyakukba a posvanyt!A szomord

hir az hogy de,mert ezek hazadrulék!

Uke Reply 1Ty

del Orban ma reggeli bejelentése, miszerint az EU majd
“"békefenntartd” katondkat fog kildeni Ukrajndba, és ezt mi is timogatjuk, és még
hosszan sorolhatnank. Ez utébbit értelmezzik: katondk. fegyverrel a kezakben, akik
az ukranok mellett, az oroszok ellen fognak harcolni. (Medvegyev mir jelezte, hogy
koporstkban fognak hazatérni ezek a katonak! Jelige: a baloldal killdene katonskat a
O: frontra, a Fidesz nem. Zaréjel bezir)

The leftists are just kissing the ass of the globalist West, why don't they
get the hell out of here and go to the great democragy?Because they
know that the direction in the West is very bad, but they think that the
leftist Western agents won't bring the blame onthem/The sadnews is

that they will because they are traitors!

Orban's announcement this moming that the EU will send "peacekeeping”
troops to Ukraine, which we support, and we could goonandon. We

interpret the latter- soldiers with guns in their hands, who will fight alongside
the Ukrainians against the Russians (Medvedev has alreadyindicated that
these soldiers will return home in coffins! Sign: the left would send soldiers
to the front, Fidesz would not. Brackets close.)

En mir cssk L hogy Zeehenszki kapott ax
amerikaiaikel azért, hogy felsidozta a sajdt népét a habord oltdrdn

n sokan rdjottek arra. hogy ez a hibard Amerika {a Nato) és Oroszorszhg
i ki Az

e arra, hog fa
amerikaisl nem menték kizvetlentl megtmadni Orostonzégot. erést ar ukidnokat
haszndlts el arra, hogy dvek 013 tartd

1 would just like to know how much money Zselensky received from the Americans for sacrificing his own
people onthe altar of war.Many people have aiready realised that this war is between America (NATO)
and Russia, America's first attempt to attack Russia The Americans did not dare to attack Russiadirectly,
so they used the Ukrainians to fight a war that has been going on foryears.provocations for years,

lassal, Oroszorszag bi

hébonit
AT armerikaiok. N3t 5 egyes mugat-eunbpai ofsisgok mar 8 éve folysmatoson
fogyverzik fel Uksajndt &5 megszdmidihatatlanul sok pénat kildtek nekik. Az
Ukrajniban leglisan és bontetient] mdikods nsd hadtestek s sok pénzt & fegyvert
kaptak azért. hogy ik nemzetisdgi .
hébonit Amerika. a Nato &5 ar ameri
5 vezetok mir évekkel ezeldit efterve:

5 orszag veretdje sem a habord ellen és nem javasolta. hogy fegyverek helyett
kkdink békedeleghciskat a hibons felekhez. Hogyan is tettek voina ilyet, amiko
1k is vastagon benne voltak a hiboni kirobbantssdban.
ul szt mondani, hogy a hibord egylk eurdpet
then orosz szanicidk helyett inkibb a békekotés
érdeieben kellene tenni volamit. Na kapott is exért hideget. meleget a habord minél
tovilbbi elbrzisibal hasmot hiizd unids vezetGkiol

thérhatalomnak behddolt

Az pediig egyenesen teagikus, hogy Magyaronszagon az Ssszes balokdali pért &

Eabet nem sadlalt fel egyetlen

O3] ly. The Americans, NATO and some Westem European countries have been
arming Ukraine for 8 d h it them count its of money. The Nazi forces operating
legally and with impunity in Ukraine have also been given a lot of money and weapons toterrorise
minorities and foment ethnicstrife_Unforturately, this war was planned years ago by America, NATO and
the conrupt EU leaders who are subservient tothe US backing power. That is why no EU leader has spoken
out against the war or proposed sending peace delegations tothe warring parties instead of weapons.
How could they do that when they were heavily involved in starting the war.Only Orbéan dared to say,
without any courage, that war was not in the interests of any European country andthat something should
be done to bring about peace rather than pointless Russian sanctions. And forthis he received hot and
cold from EU leaders who were profiting from the prolongation of the war Andit is dowrright tragicthat in
Hungary, all the left-wing parties are calling for the war to continue and want us to keep sending more

hébond folytatdsst szorgalmazza 65 azt szeretné, hogy folyamatosan minél 10bb
pénat és fegyvent kuldjank Uiaajndnak. Ezen azonban annyira nem s kell
meglepddnnk. hiszen s Mirki-Zay féle pirt nem kevs pénzOgyl timogatést kep sz
americaiakiol,

money andweapons to Ukraine. However, we should not be so surprised about this, since a party like
MarkrZay's receives no small amount of financial support from the Amernicarns.

7. "Just another lie to mislead the masses™

This narrative was fully driven by authors belonging to the
Conspiracy theory enthusiast category. They argue that genocide did in
fact happen, but they also posit that it was not committed by the Ukrainians
alone. Accordingly, they find the background of the atrocities as a part
of a grand world-wide conspiracy and not rooted in ethnic tensions. A
confusing array of sub-plots associated to this narrative emerge,
touching upon the most “popular” conspiracy theories about Covid-19,
vaccines, the deep-state, The Great Reset, international schemes involving
multinational corporations, foreign interests, and world domination of
Western values. The overarching involvement of Jews is also implied. This
narrative, fortunately however, is rather marginal, and seems to appeal to
a relatively fringe audience.
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Figure 24: Quotes illustrating Hungarian narrative (7)

The collapse of the dollar is a deliberate plan to force the impovenished masses to adopt a digital
currency When the decision is made to trigger the collapse, the value of the dollar and the assets
that depend on it will plunge to near zero ovemnight. All assets, suﬁlasbar*amm bonds,
pension funds, treasury bills and other forms of it it bec forone
reason, and that is that all banks and financial markets freeze. The crisis is likely tospread to
non-dollar cumrencies, including the euro and other currencies. Credit and payment cards will not
work ATMs will stop working. Bank transfers m‘l‘ besmperded Baniks will gooﬂl’nah the midst
of the panic, people are p ised a "uni income” and food rationing (

enforced), but only if people use an approved digital wallet Russia’s war with Ukraine cs;uua
charade for the staged collapse and long-planned destruction of America and the entire West,
wh-n:m:mfnmmmmmmmwmmm

while currencies still have value. The above p ly to force everyone to
accepta mwd‘ngﬂalmsymmmwwem bymessme criminal bankers, underthe
control of th hat have profited from the dollar and the current

finandal system for the last 50 years What is the lesson?Never, ever, under any circumstances
accept digtal moneyor any digital passport - be it a "covid passport” or any other passport,
wallet, electronic|D and the like. Otherwise you willbe a slave forever.

) iAintiinia Decg Sate iy bas iokbtabom  FELSZAMOUASA ZANNC In Ukraine, the DESTROYING of the DeepState is UNDERWAY | The Ukrainian
:{;‘j:jm"!m;m":;mi AR NS i Hovernment is a ciminal organization, as is the EU, NATO and the UN, human
Dieep State-nek Uiraina. mbi rég rendet kellest volna Sevede oft az Oroszokrak, ha trafficking, child trafficking, orgian trafficking, that's why the Deep State is so imporiant
ﬂ:‘;‘:;“—::‘e‘l‘l‘:‘:f‘:;:3’::‘1:“;\.’:‘”';:“““‘?'“"“ Roraky to Ukraine, the Russians should have cleaned up Ukraine long ago, if we are really
harem tisztogatss ' : honest, Ukraine doesnt exist, it's just a comupt government that oppresses the people
;"g;"* “""‘“’""";,,Z‘L' e e, livingthere, but a purge... Russia is liquidating DS. The DS military infrastructure, air
ksl i ssigd g ek moledisktprleont defence facilities, military airfields and the Ukrainian air force have been disabled with
P I A s A e e high precision weapons...Putin calls this a special military operation and NOT A WAR,
Air ez vk MinALIY 12608 Semim S beryeget az irdn polgiel NOT AN ATTACK ON CIVILIANS.... The Russian Defence Ministry says there is no threat to
e e Ukrainian civilians as the high precision weapons only disable the AFUS military
c':'l“’;'s‘:’x :ﬂm infrastructure, air defence facilities, military airfields and aircraft. They only neutralise
Pty ekzabacia Ubcadt = DS military assets Putin liberates Ukraine. Ukraine was DS headquarters

Ukragna & D5 ihadiesllin volt
m . Poroshenko's filthy globalist ass-kissing has led us to thisIThis current

conflict, mainstreamed as a war, is USraeli revenge for protecting Syrian
gas interests!

8."It's a plot orchestrated by the Jews™

As introduced earlier the salience of public antisemitic mentions
in connection to the alleged genocide was by far the highest in Hungarian
social media space. Jewish communities were brought up in connection
with  world domination and the ethnic background and Jewish
connections of Ukrainian president Volodymyr Zelenskyy. Another group of
authors question his Jewish descent, and claim it is simply a ruse to deflect
from the fact that Ukrainian Nazis are responsible for the continuous
massacres. These authors’ comments are marred by antisemitic statements
and visuals that clearly fall in the "hate-speech” category.
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Figure 25: Quotes illustrating Hungarian narrative (8)

Mivel az oroszok szamadra életveszélyes jatékot (NATO-tamadas és presszid) folytat Kijev és
az azt foglyul ejtd zside maffia, ezért a részleges sorozas és akar a teljes mozgdsitas is, egy
természetes [épés.

Hiszen tébb szézezer (kb. 400 ezer) idomitott hohol bio-droid tamadja folyamatosan (2014,
Gta) az orosz ajki civil népességet.

Az efféle pogromot vagy népirtast pedig, a Fold egyetlen, valamire valo allama és népe sem
timé el 526 nélkil.

Tény:

béven tiltolta a biciklit a CIA, meg Washington hattérhiénai..., valamint a kihelyezett pitbull-

Since Kiev and its captive Jewish mafia are playing a life-threatening game for the
Russians (NATO attack and pressure). partial conscription and even tolal mossing isa
naturalstep. After all hundreds of thousands (about 400,000) of trained Hohol bio-
droids have been attacking the Russian-speaking civilian population continuously
(since 2014).And such pogrom or genocide would not be tolerated by any worthwhile
state or nation on Earth Fact: the CIA and Washington's backroom shenangans have
overplayed their hand .. as have their outsourced pit bulls (the Kiev Khazar
mercenanes)...

& Olesdbb lenne ellakaritani a torpe ripacs zsidét, Elhetnének békében az oroszok az ukranakkal,

It would be cheaper to get rid of the dwarf Jew. The Russians could live in peace withthe
Ukrainians

~tudidk hogy az oroszok nem fogjdk jo szemmel néazni, ha az oroszkisebbsdget elkezdik ndpirtanl! Tudtdk, mégis
megesindltak! ... milyen érdekes, mind zsiddk, mikozben a karjukal lengetik... Az Gsszes ukrén vezetd szinlén zsidd, a szinész

they knew that the Russians would not look kindly on the genocide of the Russian minority! They
knew; but they did it anyway! .. how interesting all Jews, waving their arms... Allthe Ukrainian
leaders are also Jewish, the actor
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Narratives in the Czech online space

At the time of the invasion the Czech public was determined in
its support for Ukraine. Amongst the four examined countries, the
political reaction to the invasion and to the resurgence and spread
of Russian propaganda and disinformation was the toughest. Aside from
providing military aid and refugee assistance, there was a very
determined stance on how to handle and attempt to curb the spread of
disinformation and the opportunity space to publicly claim support for
Russia in the Czech Republic.

Overt agreement with  Russian  aggression, support for
Russian leadership, and spread of misinformation could be penalized®
with up to athree year prison sentence. The day after the invasion Petr
Fiala called on hosting providers (operator of the .cz domain)
to block online outlets disseminating disinformation or Russian
propaganda. As a result, some 39 portals were blocked, many
online interactions were erased - although some have been recently
reinstated — while others continue functioning from outside the Czech
Republic. Controversial outlets and users have moved their online
activity from the better supervised Facebook channels to the
more  lenient  Twitter or Telegram. Many of the discussions
became part of the private domain instead of the formally public
one. Another popular solution for those users who identify more with
pro-Russian narratives, was to shift their activities to Slovakian
outlets*®. The control over the public content is less rigorous
on Slovakian portals where Russian articles can be translated and
disseminated. Moreover, Czech users can also understand the language of
those portals well.

These initial strict measures were criticized by many users, claiming
that freedom of expression has been violated. These restrictions thus
became the bud of an emerging narrative unveiled during the course of
the analysis of the Czech online discourse. In the last days of the
research project, it became apparent that this effort to ban the Russian
standpoint has come to halt and the contents can be accessed once again.

Support for the Ukrainians*® and the negative perceptions of Russia were
quite widespread at the early stages of the war, but as the economic and
cultural rift between Czech citizens and Ukrainian refugees came to the
forefront, this level of support declined. As mentioned earlier similar
tendencies were observed within Polish society.

46 https://www.euractiv.com/section/politics/news/czech-courts-convict-nine-people-for-endorsing-
russian-aggression/

47  https://www.nelez.cz/en/

48 https://www.infovojna.bz/

49 https://ec.europa.eu/migrant-integration/news/czech-republic-public-support-continues-those-

displaced-ukraine_en
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Continuing with the analysis, a myriad of narratives can be identified in
the Czech discourse as well. Some echo those sentiments that were
previously introduced in the discussion of the Hungarian contexts and

associations, whileothers stem from specific historical and political
contexts in the Czech Republic, including the online restrictions

detailed above. Although the emotional charge of the Czech online
debates was also quite heated, it did not parallel the overarching
antisemitic narrative that we have exposed in Hungarian online
discussions. There were some references to Jews and international
conspiracies, but significantly less than in the Hungarian discourses.
A viable explanation is that this type of content was also restricted in the
Czech online space, and some of the more extreme views are voiced in
private rather than on public platforms.

The main identified narratives in the Czech discourse are summarized on
Figure 26 below.

Figure 26: Narrative map of Czech discourse
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1. "No action was taken while the Ukrainians terrorized Russian
speaking minorities — where was the West then?"

Many claims have stated that the atrocities including systemic genocide
of Russian speaking minorities started in 2014, thus the "actual war” has

been progressing for nine years now. Because of this, online commentators
are questioning why nobody has taken interest in this phenomenon until
February of 2022. Effectively, these commentators are placing the blame on
both the West and the Ukrainians for letting the situation escalate and for
failing to protect the innocent minority civilians from harm as they should
have. This narrative was observed in all four discourses — stating that a
double standard is used when determining who deserves protection with
decisions made in line with powerful interest groups instead of a fair
consideration of minorities who actually experience the violence.

Figure 27: Quotes illustrating Czech narrative (1)

No._.omiouvim se, ale East koment i 4 rosy el e 00 o, a byl jsom
farm i vim o fikdm_.. fe 1o genocida rusky mikracl PUVODNICH abyvated! Donbasu_ Lkrajing choe fenom nasi tenord ake nds
i

IVER Vil fak ond b i el .. @ wie, oo il rusiy - pistole k i Co vy wite @ "Secind 2dod 7 A fak tam 2 i pod
widdou ukr, vojiku 777 Rabovdn] nisi s hrdindnd ukr. v i mddou vt vade auta, viézt do bytu @ vait
oo budou chiit. Ners' o k smich_. pormady kadal den ra podné fronty ukr, volditu, ktery posdai’ domy narabovind wiei.. wehal
Byl jeclen wogdk ktery! bali kovaind vrata® A Evropa vid jenom Puting 8 atresi” rusu... oitim bodest & bemadéi Se popivail se
Dctsky priva o wiechrny kolem neou  Stiva Ulriging.._. sama kel o mulm diediet heb . nikdo nemitid o kvefoucim (rdzmu na
ukraiing .. 8 Je Bandera je ndrodnd hrding ... ‘chlkovdn™ swét Zavid na 1o 081 jenom aby o byl proff Rusku. . ObCas se 2dd,
e bk v ake POz 3 pochopdt & dohrabat se & praveve infarmace... fsou B a nechii Zapnut

y dnes, 2. kvlitna 2074, wierafinBt! nacistd updlili 2adiva 48

peosusikého obyvatelstva Donbasu byl jen krutym

zadathaen fatism kyjevaiobhe redimu, Kiaey trvd dodnes,

magzek... Vie, nds vychovall s dotou ke viem ndrodtm._ a jserm 22 lo pysing. A vl se my ve Shole | rusky | uhrafinsiy._ pro nds
ale pormaing viude e o prossnd mateddting ... nendvickt nds vl fomy 3 takowym Zpdsobem e
2abierTT? IOMU NEOIUTHM, Nevozumim "

No.._I'm sorry, but some of the comments are just statements of people who haven't)
seen the reality of Donbass . .. It is genocide of Russianspeaking ORIGINAL
inhabitants of Donbass..._ Ukraine only wants Russianterritory but the inhabitants
don't!ll Do you know what they call them? They dont share..... andeverythingthey
speakRussian- guntotheir heads . What do you know about the “grey zone™ And
how people live there under the rule of uks. soldiers 7777 looting. violence andthey
are protected by ukr. govt. they are allowed to... they can take your car, break into
yourapartment andtake whatever they want... Isn't it funny... slowly every day at t . -
post office lines of ukr. soldiers whosend home narabiting stuff.... the highlight was | Nineyears ago today, on May 2, 2014, Ukrainian
one soldier who was packing the door hardware!lll And Europesees only Putinand | Nazis bumed 48 people alive in Odessa. This
the “atresia”of rusu.... | feel the pain and despair that they are denying human rights| massacre of the pro-Russian population of the
and all areundthey are fighting- Gloryto Ukraine..._itselfa lie__and | havetoshut | Donbas was onlythe cruel begiming of the Kiev
Up.... noone is talking about the biooming fascism in Ukraine... and that Bandera s | Tegime's fascism, which continues tothis day.

a national hero..... The "civilizing” world tums a blind eyeto it..... onlyto be against
Russia... Nowtalk about who really started it/

_ If SOMEONE (US, NATO, EU)wanted to, they would have enforced
Kdlyby NEXDO (USA, NATO, EU) chtél, tak vynutil dohodu uzavienou na Majdanu. the Maid: dreement IFSOMEONE (US, NATO, EU) wanted to, they

Kdyly NEXDO (USA, NATO, EU) ehtl, tak vynutil Minsk. : .
p,.f:? S 2 mqunmeenfmmmnwyhadthelaaaﬁet_odo it Enough

Stadilo fict dost.. pokud nebudete plnit uzaviené a podepsané dohody, tak od nds said, if you don't fulfill the agreements made andsigned, you won't
nedastanete 24dnou pomoc. get any helpfrom us NOBODY ineight years has said enoughtothe

NIKDO 7a cehych osm let nefeld t8m Sadlim, ktefi se dostali ozbeojenjm plevratem v clowns who came to mwm miﬂ Hiev, jfm,m togo

Kyjewd k mosi, tak dost, pokud cheete do EU, tak se takhle k mendindm nemdiete to the EU you can't treat minorities like that. Those who could have
hovat.

e prevented the war but didnot doso are also to blame for the current

Vinu 2a soutasnou situaci nesou i ti, kdo mohli vilce zabrinit. ale neutinili tak.
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2. “The Russians have tolerated enough, it was their time to act”

This narrative also dates the start of the war to almost a decade
ago - and looks at it from a pro-Russian and anti-Ukrainian perspective.
Authors posit that the Russians have the right to defend themselves as all
nations do. Pro-Russian authors praise Putin for waiting for so long and
having the patience to not escalate the situation earlier. Parallel to
lauding Russian restraint, they admonish the Westerners for not

intervening at the appropriate time, and applying a double standard when
it comes to minority protection and persecution of violent acts against them.
This local narrative echoes one of the overarching themes deployed by
Russian propaganda®®, to confuse and disorient public opinion on what has
been happening in Eastern Ukraine.

Figure 28: Quotes illustrating Czech narrative (2)

To mimochodem plati | pro ulrajinadosu kriel, V této kri b Doshas zastinoom begitimai
wlddy, Kerou svahli halititi separatisté s pomoci zahraniénich interventil. Profo Donbas, tak,
jak to nefdastiil cemtrdind viidy délaji, kdvl s snadi zachoval jednotu politichén proston,
mabidl pebelim dofoda 2alodeno na ederulieac & nevimdiovand, satiede febelod, ko
vischni fevalucionali plesviddenl o bom, Be jen jejich trana ma pravd, se okamiitd
rozhedli Bonbax enidit » plogm souhlasem americkich inberventd, kteri valku mezi
Ukrajinou a Rusiem potfebovali a odekinadi jeji zaditek u v roce 2004, profode ylo
remmyskitedng, aby s¢ Busio = neangabovalo™ ve viiloe, jeiimnd cilem tnydo vyhladit neske
obyvatelstvo Ukrajiny.

Bioskva viak nadla format, kSery {i umodnil ochranit Donbas phed genocidou a odbodil vilka
o oo bet.. Toovdak nijak neeliminaje dkol, Kery stanovili Ameritand a kiery pinil oficiilni xﬁ'ﬂ":’"m mmmﬂmwm
Byiey = vedeind a cynicke masove viaddénd a prondsbedovini Rusd na Ukrajing s cilem p i 2004, 80 that H:q"ﬁﬂ
Towroed o dosomething fo stop this genooide, That's
[ i your discesrenent. You just have a binary
mirckeet of RU yuck, DA yeah.

donutit Rusko, aby oo nejdiive olicliing vstcupilo do kondlidu.

This, by the wey, abso applies o the Uksinin crisis. 1n this criss, The Dorboss wes 8
supporter of the legdimate govesrmentl that wes overt o By Lhe Heshaoh
sl with this hslp of forsign intenenbionists. That i wiy the Donbes, o
centd govermments most offen do when tnarg fo presenss the wniy off o politionl
spnoe, offernd the rebels o deoad based on federmisabion and noriniericrence, while
e restesks, ikoe aall resodutoraanes, wene corsaredd Dhat oy Their Sioe was right,
immefistedy descitess) o destroy e Doribues wath the foll consent of the Amesioan
interveritioniss who needed the v between Lo and Russisand expeced it o
stawrt i 2014, becouse it was unbhinknbie that Russia woulkd nod “engage *in o war
i e i ot ety e Fhussion pogedation of Ukraine, Howeeer, Moscow found o
forrmad thal aliwed /I Bo profect e Donk from geroode and postpone: the war for
eight yeors. However, this inree wary eliminales the laskset by the Amesioons and
caymied put by of ficiad Kiey - the pubiicsnd cyrced mass murder and persocubion off
Russiws in L kemine inorder to force Russio e ofianly cnler the confBot as soon as
possible

e E e Bo S0anont Dhe Russans, wihio huree Been
eripyed by Uhis war Tor 9 yeors,__ Ukenine has
o maitend e aglarst e i people

3. “Valid information is suppressed, there is no freedom of
speech™

Criticism of the strict regulation against dissemination of the
Russian narrative comes not only from politically motivated authors

criticizing government sanctioned “suppression of the democratic right

50 https://edmo.eu/2022/03/11/the-five-disinformation-narratives-about-the-war-in-ukraine/
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to freedom of information and self-expression”, but also from those who are
pro-Russian or anti-Ukrainian. Some argue that information on the genocide
is suppressed because they do not want the contradictory truths to be

revealed.

Figure 29: Quotes illustrating Czech narrative (3)

Theti den wiilicy bty W nds ralubzdmy teloryant desinformadng wellry, napl. | Protiproosd Pedra Hijka
Prevenchmd, bes soudu, Myl juem, be Hjeme v 2emd, kot 5 kabdy mdde fila | theba bAlboly (2 tim
netyrdim, Su e rokdeand veely ficaji], peotode phece méme naobodu sova? M, tak uf ji nemdme, Terto
Kok povilufi 1 pdd P poiistopatont ek, Katastnala

O the thind dey of the wa, so-olled disnformation webesites were banned in this counfry,
irvciuciing Petr Hajek's Agarnst the, Prevenivedy without o tniai | thocgght that wee live ina
ceritry whene everyone can sy Tor exampie, gibbersh (oo | am not sayieg Ehal D

sy rormeet i sy i) B we harves freecionn of & peedch ! Wedl, wee dor hanes it arnemone |
corder ths move to be the downiall of our post-wewr freedom, Dsaster

Crirninad irnessigalors have chargod Marfin
Bedndowi, a leacher at on elemaeary
schnool iy Prage 6, over rermdarks she made
cluaringg s Crreh Lvgiungse class bt Apil The

e e teancher told her eighthgade
siuderats that there was no warin the:

e e | " I yous Bedimve he U krarson propegancs e plaess
¢ Pt i S Ui oropugarad L oo, e e busiety releTana l;fﬂ' h.qﬂn-uwwﬂb-:d - . “'Il'“f

eraana Bl Dottt A B PN On LR o W L PETIA

e ;:f'-:::_‘-'“'“'-‘"""‘“"'*" e fothe ket Likaainian ir o woe i cannot win. And this
S wias admited by fommer Zelorsky advisor and Kiev's
& & ehief propegiancisr Olekosy Arestovich
- . Werll, that's not something totalk about, of
a4 ] course That's the punpie democsscy 5 the values.
¥ P4 L i RS b Al St
= Ta e R ST Rl

4. “Even remembering is illegal™

In line with the above narrative, authors express outrage that they
cannot commemorate the anniversary of the acts of violence committed
by Ukrainians in Odessa. Again, they argue that their democratic rights are

being violated.
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Figure 30: Quotes illustrating Czech narrative (4)

Oy My 2, 2023, the whaole workd will commemaraie he
traggic, horrific, annversary of the heinous bestiad crime,
CRIME AGAINST HUMANITY, committed and perpetrated
by the putschist Kiey Ukranian fascet regime | have
read this book about the CRIMES OF THE ILLEGAL KIEV
BAND: Martyrs of Novorossiysk (Wlysmtmme Hosopooos )
by Viktor Kugmetsow, 20015, The book desonbes, depects,
e cramess, murdhers, Termoest attackes, torfure and
viclence commited by U krmirsan Nass/Bandits agarst
the Russian-speakng population so far “only” until the
year of the book's publication, i.e, 2015 But today the
bearirarbes s year is 2023 andthe terror, violenoe, killing, genocide of
o e AR B, 1 0 A i D o the Russian-spealkang population by the Ukrofpscets

3 ] T o i Lty

temito slovy. , Prijde cas, kdy druhy kvéten e statnim svatkem, pro v tomto dm
ziskali Ukrajinci prvni skutedné vitézstvi v soucasné nirodné osvobozovaci vilce.” Zlocin
proti lidskosti schwvdlil i byvaly Sesky diplomat Vaclav Bartuska. Ten komentoval brutdini vraidéni
ruského etnika v Odése takte: Pokud se fim postavite rychle elem, jako to udélall tFeba v
Odése, kde je prosté upalili, nebo v Dnépropetrovsku, kde fe prosté zabili a pohrbili u
silnice, tak mite klid..."

“There will come & time when the second of May will be a national holiday, because on that deay Likrarnians won Ehe
first realvictory in the curment war of national liberation.” The crime aganst humaniywas sizo endorsed by forme>
Crech diplomat Vikdin Bartuska He cormmented on the brutal illing of ethre Russans i Odessa "INiyou foce them
aquickly: as they did i Odessa, for exavmple, wisere they simply burned them, or in Dripropetrovsk, where theysimply
killed them and bured them by e roadsice, then you have peace__°

5. *West's and America's war — the escalation of the conflict was
the interest of the Americans™

American interests appear to enter the debate in all four
domestic discourses — again mirroring strands of popular Russian
disinformation narratives. Authors refer to how Americans are willing
to spread their dominance and particular liberal values. They also posit
that in reality this war is really fought through a proxy. These
commentators argue that all nations should be able to choose the
values, norms they adhere to and the allies they choose, and this should
not be sacrificed at the altar of US economic and geopolitical interests.
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Figure 31: Quotes illustrating Czech narrative (5)

Take i i chon Bl Lo whihs, 02 B 1o S i Litapnd & hlinnd § 1o bbbl
luemy, Latin odager wie velaschs evabciichs lotics jedined mubyody. Podned jach buoie vic 10
pelice, ok Putina, Laic abe Blewrid Bupdicd, ktevy 19 vyprovalooweli - Bidena, kierymu
poradoe nabepdivag co md dilat a datisch owi po celbm el kierymes pfiaickval,
bbry i copipoic nateal Tim s tamssiopmd | bandu krlpdiod kenk undi
wyhwils e aposdemion Bobol vodty

Wikchd teel widhl ditok na Ukrafinn, alle B v Diombany Bl Bunod, kel uoes ut roky
RADaAEN 1 Wi v rhem ohpekThity eelce relelonou. B nend bitva o ks posemin 1
beambeoramaw fich mibect Bou bdi 2 ve witiding Runcwd, ool mil plejesd ndsaloy
Festowchey Ticled Be? Al prod Erecaorm 56 e Zabeval, iki? kel b L mil
e Hebomednoy iy

Taicke Bk Comraachonvh . Petd Flsk BRotiarmmims e

(e Mgty B Baaietien Q0

Vit A Coriien! Srofetiala B0 oum B BN ruatin'm PaReingTT wpkdieen
¥ Gy NPT, A e v v ¥ el B vl By o 14 000
it 1 nichl mnog! Gy (RG] & daibich aw |5 miloow i Do wynsiiena
Vikas v Kipevd, & Pepeiad Je A acnlving pragery, Erovkiy Ghoky
padi bmis rubroglm. . peiv Inadi Jemch afnicid: plie e

CRaTs O 0F SORARGE JeOnOiiraned WRenE ShOR 8 Throved v

N R ET Dk wlbing taE, Je ol peTim neapovl e
nl skufedsd Afbrolend ofndy, B 1Al DR B iivcalindnihe LdsEL

V¢ et il wwedendfo Eoudim., N Rusks oslio pedvo ledingd W
seDeobrind [im, 5o amitds na Dvaged, itend S slsr proDiecniinm
LR AT pro ek, e sl et g Gl b ¢ Ralddl
ha samolng Bk (rod v Aokl SRS N DRNSER ol
e pandroaindng gedve bepaind, &TH

I realtywant o puke Everything that s happenrgd in Ukesine rght nos
v enperially e by around i Measrwhiks, thene'’s 8 piciure of a dead
oty circeskating i all e medis I e see mone, it Ehe work of both
Putin and, more importantly:. Dhe fools who irstigated it - Biden, whinse
adivisers ane whisporing o him what o oo, snd odher shoop around the
okl who are copoling! bim o pis off the Russans. | meary, of oourse,
the bunch of buffoors who won pur elections with o s tronge

coqlition Everybody mow smes Hhe athack on U raine, bt they will nof tell
your that there e Russians ang in Donbaes who have beon attached
For years, i ihe inersts of obyectily This isn a badke overa piece of
L with palatons, thene are peopds g in |hose towns and mos! of
thedn are Russians, which probabily has some hestoncal basss doesnt d?
et weimywecstel e oot Faesr il fihuad ey Dheee Fistuioricatoles [l mowy is fo
Franvee 3 yeedlow st b fligl everywherns S0 livg . Poir Fialn
Frnotinmyrame

Thve s iy Ui ! Boosrs ot o T gl poees:
Before the Russsan midary weason o Febmany
2020 And this war by the govermrment in Hiev has
olaimed the s of some 14,000 people, many of
them chiden, and dsploed some 15 milion
ofthers.. The govesmmmend i Koy, and especially its
these peoples. . precisely bocouse of their ethnecly.
While the UN Charer profubits undlabersd  miltary
Bofann, i also provides in Artechs 51 that nothrg n
the present Chanter shall inferfere with the inherent
Fight of indhidund o colfective sell-defense . And this
Aght of seifdeferse has been viepreted 1o allow
il o respord reol oy o sl anmed ik,
Bsert ks Dy Bhwes Bhwresad o drnerarwerl ablack.

I light of the above, | judge... Mt Russia wes rght to
st i sell deferse by intervening in Ukraie, which
became & prosy for the US ard NATO o attack not
only the Fussion ethnic gogs in Uknaine, bt abso
Russia itself

6. Personal stories — "Trust me, | am from there and | have seen
everything”

A handful of online posts are of personal accounts of violence that
the authors claim to have experienced directly from Ukrainians. Although
not a very common or salient narrative, disinformation spread in the
form of lived-experience accounts can be especially convincing for those
susceptible to such emotive contents.
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Figure 32: Quotes illustrating Czech narrative (6)

(&) & 8 Horrible aod this is whal our government
supports and thes is just gettirg by, | am ashamed of
her supgort for war and support fof Batel e seen
Seweral prclunes of Lhe massscre Onve day there hs 1o
be purishment for bhal suppor as well. People wake up
andsuppart £, just like that £37

T T

oy v wiodohe ks ol dhpva prt | Prasciids na (chigred roghosdl a phiens 39 Bnadsrom P ondromboust: (e Sarm rmall Byl eyl g il b ek vl i natfiend ne e Buencleri

ot Rl b Tk w0 vk Sl Praidhan a0pE etk 1 fob Ry, o e Breleriw v i o el il ) WSO, Tteire i v ety
i e piey T el Rl ity i Wy plachvy ufllsl resaby, | bles oba

Ira oourr Faarmaly there i & Jegierd from Ehe stony of my gresst-grandmother.
Greal-grandtather, when he stilllved n Vollria, supposedly sal with
Barnders at sohood in one Bench., years later, [he Barceraites Burred
mostof his fmily in the barm when he was away lor wood . Prodeds
allegedy decided b o directly to Banders to confront him {allegedly
Ehesre was an interation fo kol fumn, but who krewss ) after the mesting
Barnders apolagiied to b sayvng, You know Tork, | can't watch all my
bays...

7. "It is like the BeneS decree all over again™

As explained earlier juxtaposing historical events and contemporary
claims also makes disinformation appear more valid and internalizable for
mass audiences. This way it is also harder to decipher false information, as
the author of the content seems knowledgeable and versatile in their
argumentation. In addition, the BeneS decree is often interpreted as a
controversial event, and by some seen as a stain on Czech history, so the
misinformation can also appeal to a sense of shame.
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Figure 33: Quotes illustrating Czech narrative (7)

VIDEQ: Poradce Volodymyra Zelenského na ukrajinské
televizi vyzval k fyzickému “zacistovani” Ukrajiny od
pro-ruského ukrajinského obyvatelstva! Podle
Podoljaka se to mélo udélat hned na pocatku vélky, ted
uz to pry bude po prévni strance o néco tezsi! Kyjev pry
zvazuje model “BeneSovych dekretd” pro Ukrajinu na
odsunuti vdech ob&anii Ukrajiny do Ruska, kterf uvedli v
minulosti ruskou nérodnost! A v Cesku to uz vie! Dvé
cikdnky nalozily mladému Ukrajinci v Ceské Bille za to,
ze neni na Ukrajiné a nebojuje! Padala sprosta slova a
naddvky z obou stran, nakonec padla i vyhrizkal

As someone has already written here, the removal of
Germans after WW2 took place after the agreement of
the victorious powers and served basically to protect
the lives of the displaced Germans not only in our
country, bmbasea‘yrfm@‘nn Europe. Benes'role

Volodymyr Zelenskys acMsa'an Ulaamm Wmﬂed forthe ph)sm
ckurﬂrg'oﬂ i !he,. R pop
lyak b d........:theb@nn'r.gof

cmdemgthe 'BenesDeaws’mnda‘fnrlMamladepw[aﬂ
Ukrainian citizens to Russia who have stated Russi inthe

was marginal, h r 1 legyslation in
accordance with the agreements. It is also not true that
G pelk onmeba&sofnaﬂmﬂyn
was those Jaimed Rei ‘.nuvrn.u-
d. Only modk daandth to

distort history claim h‘us nonsense. My brother-in-aws
grandfather (of German nationality and language) was
not removed I’mmebomi‘ancbandem hadh.ﬁ
farm retumned to him, which ironk f
by the Germans. (That it was menmrmxedagan

past!

this time by his comrades, is another storyand a
tragicomedy of life...)

8. “Genocide is no stranger from Ukrainian history — Bandera and
Nazism™"Just another lie to mislead the masses™

There are many published mentions discussing past transgressions
of the Ukrainians. These appear as illustrations of how genocide is a
horrific act that Ukrainians are fully capable of. Again, this narrative
reinforces Russian propaganda — connecting events that happened many
decades ago to the intentions and actions of Ukrainians today. It has also
been posited that Stepan Bandera and Nazis have high respect in
Ukrainian society, and that they are seen as heroes of the nation, fighting
for Ukrainian values. Although it has been refuted to large extent, regiments
in Eastern Ukraine have been labeled Nazis, and their violent acts in war
apostrophized as genocide. This narrative often appears intertwined with
narratives (1) and (2) — comments also citing the continuous suffering of
Russian speaking minorities and Western indifference to it.
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Figure 34: Quotes illustrating Czech narrative (8)

. .

BAMBEROH BANDEROVC! FASST) ZACAY ALo) ZABLENIV RUSU LT KDO POCHODDVAL § FOTEY

BANDERY § FABISTYCKTI SYMBOLY LIRANNG § RUST DY v PORODE NEZ PRAEL TEN SKRET

SELENSOY BANDERDVL RASATI WAM INAME v CHARKDVE Ml RUSY & opalsd soxDi EnEL

PROBLEM PROTD JESTE JEDNCU Tax PRESHE ZACALA UKRAJINSIA VOUNE

BAMBERO! BANDEROVCI FASCISTS STARTED THE ALLIANCE BY
KILLING RUSSIANS JELITO WHO MARCHED WITH PHOTOS OF THE
BANDERA WITHFASCIST SYMBOLS UKRAINIANS WITH RUSSIANS LIVED
INUNTIL THE GREEN BANDER BANDER FREAKS CAME, THE FASCISTS |
KNOW HAVE RUSSIANS IN CHARKOVO AND THEY NEVER HAD ANY
PROBLEM BECAUSE THE UKRAINIAN VOTE BEGAN JUST LIKE THAT

Againand again, it must be recalled: The confliict in
Ukraine didnot begin on 24 February 2022 butalmost
exactly eight years earfier. In February 2014, there was
an armed coupd'état financed and om!meo‘byme
US and the EU. With the help of neo-Nazis fi
Right Sector and other bandit armed groups, the duly
lected government of President Viktor Yanukovwch
was brutally overthrown in a bloodbath and replaced by
puppets of Washington and Brussels. ppThe terror
unleashed bym-ﬂaz:grmps Maerhemﬂamalm
andmhersml

Wi ytiteny didnk zipaded

W roce 2014 se na Ulragné odehral ndsilny put. President Janukovyd byl vyhnan 2e semd. Za temto put netayly proti Ukrajind
il od Bilonuska kil dcdajné tfaliovanym volbami. ale po secesi Kryme byly nacpal

sankce {na

sarikce vyhlaberny protl Rusk lederscs P
® apt. pachateld masakry v Odéee 2o dne 2 &
v o Moldavals druho nejchud$ zem v Ewopt Jeji
1) Samostangs kapitolos o sk jerich nérodnost, 2eména Fusd masave powtivied nacistickych symbokl, stavén soch
Bandery apod

In 2014, a violent coup took place in Ukraine. President Yanukovych was
expetbdfmmmeewwy No Western sanctions were announced

Ukraine for thi up (uniike Bel: f Frp—

erem;mmmemammm:MRm
Fe ion after th ton of Crimea After the coup, the state of
lawlessness in the country deepened further. Murderers are no longer
punished, i.e., the right tolife is no longer guaranteed. For example, the
perpetrators of the massacre in Odessa on 2 May 2014 (55 victims) are
still not known, let alone convicted, Ukraine remains the second poorest
'y in Europe after Its GDP per capita is almost three

rlmfmummRmﬂ)AsepBatechWJslheommM
other natk the mass use of Nazi symbols,
Ihemwo!smuesofﬂa‘tdera.em

v @ vy 0 (it Korfie] n Usrgnt neralel 24 (nora 222 me
o gl & i rcad g  (sire DOV G50k eotrepieabrns Atieriy pleraty

iy 3 pebivaiey USA 8 EU 28 pemoct mesnscistl £ Pavits
iiiry 3 Gach DanSerVINC STREVER WD By I3 Avepeslti briied
vilena 1aond Ivolend VMIA MECVEREN WWOMD SaneATvCe 3 MAATEND KuA

t I" territory ulti failed: It
led to mmo!armeamﬁmarmhe
ereation of the independent Donetsk and Luhansk
People’s Republics on the basis of referendums in
whm:nmemm&ﬂyawiortmm

a prefer ion from the
pumregmelnl(m

nams s o prapos Asow 3 Gk o
w zem, nakones: el Ved K phpown
pe i FR 8 & Vitvolend Bementams Donkcnd & Lunsniet Kot resuEsy S
rikianh sefenend ve SN S8 vice ek B0 eocen coywaeten. vbahi g oarbend
putnacksn medmy § Ky
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Narratives in the Polish online space

After the full-scale invasion of Ukraine in February 2022, the
Polish government at first seemed to wait for the public to react, in
contrast to the pro-active approach of the Czech government
described above. Simultaneously, members of Polish society
spontaneously welcomed millions of Ukrainian refugees into their homes
and the level of support for Ukrainians was unparalleled®. According to
survey results®?,  Polish  public opinion supported sanctions and
restrictions on Russia and its citizens to the highest extent. Poles were
also amongst those European societies who were, comparatively
speaking, open to the idea of military involvement in the war. They are
also understandably supportive of sending NATO forces to countries
neighboring Ukraine.

Polish authorities quickly followed up by providing displaced
Ukrainians with a right to work, welfare benefits, and free healthcare in
Poland, and Poland came to accept the largest number of refugees from
Ukraine to date. Most of the initial support for Ukraine was organized by
ordinary people while quickly the government focused on military aid.
Additionally, Polish politicians attempted to lobby for helping Ukraine on
an international level as well. Polish Prime Minister Matuesz Morawiecki was
often talking about how the seizing of the yachts, houses etc. of Russian
oligarchs was necessary as initial sanctions. Polish society, having
historically a rather fraught relationship with Russia, was highly supportive
of cutting diplomatic ties with Russia as well, although support for
economic sanctions has dropped over time.

The majority of Poles have a positive attitude towards Ukrainians
and sympathize with victims of Russian aggression. A relevant contributing
factor to this solidarity is historical, grounded in the collective memory
of Russian oppression of Poland dating back to the late 18th century. Thus,
for a majority of Poles, the people of Ukraine are seen as fighting an
aggressor, and a common adversary.

In 2022, Polish society saw how close the war came to Poland’s
borders and was horrified by the reports and witnessed atrocities committed
by Russian soldiers in Ukraine. In turn, President Zelenskyy's leadership
made a deep impression in the collective Polish psyche. His charismatic
speeches and heroic behavior were praised by the Polish media as
exemplary. This is in line with most of Western media, where Zelenskyy
was awarded “Man of the year”, a title that was previously awarded to Putin.
As a result of this deep solidarity, Poles seem to generally admire
Ukrainian soldiers and those civilians who actively help the war effort

behind the frontlines, and it is widely recognized that Ukrainians have

51 https://www.europarl.europa.eu/at-your-service/files/be-heard/eurobarometer/2022/public-opinion-
on-the-war-in-ukraine/en-public-opinion-on-the-war-in-ukraine-20230316.pdf

52  https://www.ipsos.com/sites/default/files/ct/news/documents/2023-01/
Global_Advisor_War_in_Ukraine.pdf .
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and are shedding blood in defense of common European values. Such
sentiment is restricted to a rather marginal minority in other European
countries, most notably in Hungary.

However, in the context of growing inflation in Poland, some
dissenting voices began to appear in social media, arguing that Ukrainian
refugees “steal jobs” from the Poles and receive preferential treatment in
terms of accessing welfare benefits and healthcare services. Survey data
shows that the initial support has decreased®, and simultaneously the
portion of respondents claiming that economic hardships make it difficult
to support Ukraine financially has steeply increased.

From an economic standpoint, a part of these critical sentiments
predate the current war and were a reaction to the arrival of economically
motivated migrants from Ukraine. An additional grievance by Polish society
was the sale of cheap Ukrainian grains in Poland. The influx of cheap
grain from Ukraine disadvantaged Polish farmers who reacted by
blocking the border crossings with Ukraine. Farmer unrest forced the
government to temporarily ban the import of agricultural imports from
Ukraine. A few days later the ban was lifted after critical reactions from
the EU and after Ukraine threatened retaliatory measures that would harm
Polish exports to Ukraine.

Another important source of anti-Ukrainian  narratives s
historical context, involving the memory of the Volhynia massacre®*
which was perpetrated in 1943 by Ukrainian nationalists (Banderites) on
ethnic Poles. The memory of this gruesome crime is constantly used in
anti-Ukrainian polemics, mostly by the far right. The Polish far right might not
be pro-Russian per se, but it is still predisposed to conveying anti-
Ukrainian messages because of what happened in Volhynia during the
Second World War. At any rate, the historical enmity towards Russia and
the fear that Poland could be Putin’s next target is still significantly more
compelling than the growing anti-Ukrainian sentiments. As a result, the
vast majority of Poles and all the mainstream political parties continue to
support Ukraine. The only exception is the far-right Konfederacja party and
smaller far right groupings that are mostly active in the Polish online space.
We also need to remember that this is the pre-election period
(parliamentary elections in Poland will be held in October 2023), so the
memory of the Volhynia massacre is also carefully used by those parties
that otherwise support Ukraine to gain more potential votes from the right-
wing or nationalist voters.

With this historical context in mind, a myriad of narratives was
isolated in mind, a myriad of narratives was isolated in the Polish online
conversations. Keeping in mind that while Polish society, as a whole, is still

53 https://www.ipsos.com/sites/default/files/ct/news/documents/2023-01/Global Advisor - War in

Ukraine .pdf
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overwhelmingly pro-Ukrainian, the penetration and endurance of
disinformation is far from trivial. According to the Institute of Internet and
Social Medica Studies> (Instytut Badann Internet ui Medidéw
Spotecznosciowych) the number of fake news about Ukraine, Russia, and
the war rapidly grew in the Polish internet sphere following the Russian
invasion of Ukraine in February 2022. Some portals, such as Wirtualna Polska
and Interia soon turned off commenting under the articles about the
Russian invasion of Ukraine.

Radical anti-refugee groups appeared on social media channels that
previously focused on disseminating anti-vaccine content. The main
message of these fake news stories was the warning about internal
economic and safety threats posed by the arrival of Ukrainian refugees, but
our qualitative analysis also uncovered several narratives about the alleged
genocide, our fake news item under scrutiny. The most popular fake news
stories can be traced back to Russian sources, either directly or indirectly via
English language sources, eg. pro-Russian journalists and activists from
Germany, France, The Netherlands or Australia.

The main identified narratives in the Polish discourse are presented on
Figure 35 below.

Figure 35: Narrative map of Polish discourse

55 https://internetica.pl/blog/jak-dziala-dezinformacja-w-mediach-spolecznosciowych/
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1. *Where was the West for years of terror? — The rights of
Russian speaking minorities have been violated for years™

This narrative emerges in all the analyzed discourses, in fact it is one
of the most salient ones. Disseminators of false information on Polish
online channels bring evidence from Russian sites to support this claim. Anti-
Western authors contribute to this narrative mirroring tenets from Russian

propaganda in the Polish online space as well.

Figure 36: Quotes illustrating Polish narrative (1)

4 _
o

Ta inna Ukraina dokonala masakry ludnosci rosyjskojezycznej w domu
Zwiazkow Zawodowych w maju 2014 roku w Odessie

Transiate Tweet

That other Ukraine massacred the Russian-speaking population in t he house of
the Trade Unions in May 2014 in Odessa

Alina Lipp naptsala, fe #Ukraine ostreeliwad ludngdd cywilng od odmiu

1, et b0 lidobjstwo | uddzie w i Donhads popleraja operaciy specjaing | @NSTYTUCia RP gwarantuje mi wolnoée mysl | pogigddw wynikajacych 2
iRsSsia . J 10 TEStapAtwe dla IGormny , “wiee Zabrall Y00 Guss 7 urnlejetnodct mydlenia | wyciggania wnloskdw z obserwacjl
i konis Bankowego | nawet mi ri powhedziel™ reeczywistodol. Uwatam be wojna na Ukrainke wynia 7 prowokowanta
Rosji do militarne] cdpowsedzi na banderowskie ludobdjstwe od 2014 r
A ludnedel Donbasu
1@ tim anderson @ etimand03T -l 4, 2023 .
ASing Uiop vwobe that Sialne hag boen pheding chvilarn for eight yean, thi i
o genockir anad peopie in BDOrDAE BpEet e soeclal aperation of sdhussla 324 P - Jan T, 2023 - T804 View

Thes i @ criminal act for @Gemany, “w0 thiry ook 100 eums from my bark
account and didn’t even tell me”

The Constitution of the Republic of Poland
guarantees my freedom of thought and opirion

: g resulting from my ability to thinkand draw

for Reporting on Ukrainian mmﬂa;romemmofreamc | believe
Crimes in Donbass that the war in Ukraine is the result of provoking
Russiato respond militarily to the Bandera

h“ 1 genocide since 2014 against the people of

German Journo Detained

Donbass
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2. “Ukrainians have murdering civilians in their blood — the Polish
know from history”

Although most Poles see Ukrainians as allies through their
shared histories of Russian oppression, those authors who cite the events
of ethnic Poles being massacred by Ukrainians argue otherwise. While
discussing the controversial role of Stepan Bandera, a number of false
claims are made, which are difficult for readers to correctly identify as such
because an actual genocide did take place in Volhynia. An author
deploying this narrative called the journalist discrediting Russian claims
of genocide an “UPA propagandist’, referring to the Ukrainian
Insurgent  Army (UPA), which was a Ukrainian nationalist partisan
formation that collaborated with the Nazis during WWII and perpetrated the
Volhynia massacre of ethnic Poles. This narrative frame illustrates the
intertwining of anti-Ukrainian narratives linked to Polish victimhood
from the Second World War with anti-Ukrainian  narratives
disseminated by Russia on the eve of the invasion on Ukraine. Other
authors make the comparison to Ukrainian Nazi militias killing civilians in

Donbas.

Figure 37: Quotes illustrating Polish narrative (2)

1 coz tego?

da si osiagnad. Nie ma jednak watpliwosel co do sukcesu. Putin jest bardze astrotny. Wszystha to
Ja musi wreszcle sprawic, by Zachod zaczyl Ja szanowat. Krosta ukralfiska Juz dawno zostoty

azie nastaphaby gangren; na podnia
A co najwadnielsze - im bardziel adecydowanie dzialamy, tym... Tym mnie) bedziemy 2a to .dzicbani”, bo - prosze wybacayé - na Zachodzie, ktdrega strategla wobec Rosii kampletnie sie nle sprawdzita, beda sraé w spodnie |
cheszyc sig, 2e prawdopedobnie ogranicrymy sig do Ukrainy.

S0 what?For the moment, there is not much information about the course of the special operation; we can only guess at what milestones will be
achieved. However, there is nodoubt of success. Putin is being very careful They worked it all out in Moscow. There was all too much time for
this. The main ideabehindthis military special operation is obvious andright. Russiamust finally make the West respect it. The Ukrainian
pustule has long since been cut out, otherwise gangrene would follow: Demilitarisation and denazification of Ukraine cannot be putoff And
most imp ith - the more decsively we act, the... the less we will be "pecked” for it, because - forgive me - inthe West, whose strategy towards
Russia has completely failed, they will shit their trousers and rejoice that we will probably confine ourselves to Ukraine.

o — ]
,é-:ﬁ Nie byloby ludobdjstwa na DONBASIE Takjak te zlodziejemn nie ukarany

* raz a dobrze bedzie zawsze kradlW Przewodowle spadia
rakieta,dlaczego klaun zydowski nie ponids| odpowiedzialnosci? Maja w
genach okrucieristwo.Nich wyjada Z we, jul raz przez Ukraine POLSKA
zostala rozebrana,

There would be no genocide on DONBAS _Just like that a thief

1 hthe pro-Bander d tions and | hil rews with vanous ‘concerned” not punished once and well will always steal A rocket fellin
Poles, and| am amazed at the level of idiocyof the Polish people, who do not know modern Przewodow,whydidn't the Jewssh clown bear the responsibility?
history- and what they repeat is clear proof that they listened to the former president of They have cruelty intheir genes | et them leave pi, already once

Israel, Simon Peres (once known in Poland as Shimon Peres), and that history must not be by Ukraine POLAND was dismartied.
taught in Poland, because the history of the world begins and ends with the Holocaust. So
this illeducated, cruel Poland bows down to the visitors from the East. We used to shout at
refugees from Africathat ‘it's not our culture’ Now 'our’ culture has amived andwe are
happy to welcome it on our doorstep.| asked a Ukrainian activist some years ago if it was
true that all the Ukrainians who emigrated after the war to Canada, Australiaandthe USA
as refugees all claimed to be ... Poles. Because at that time SS Galizen was out of fashion.
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3. *Putin had to correct Stalin's mistake™

One of the most far-fetched narrative claims originates directly from
the resharing and recontextualizing of Russian texts. On 26 February 2022 an
article entitled “Putin corrected Stalin’s mistake” appeared on a popular
blog called “Dziennik gajowego Maruchy” (marucha.wordpress.com).
The article had 470,000 Alexa page views and 142,857 Alexa monthly
unique visitors. It generated 2 Twitter shares and 54 comments. The
article justified the “Russian special military operation” in Ukraine and
specifically referred to the genocide perpetrated by the “Kiev regime”. This
blog post was a translation of a Russian text that was published on the
day of the invasion on a Russian website webnovosti.info. The main
argument of the narrative is that Ukrainians have committed a series of
horrible crimes, which could have been avoided had the Soviet Union been
successful and Ukraine would not be a sovereign and independent
state. The commentators posit that when Ukrainians have power, they

abuse it.

Figure 38: Quotes illustrating Polish narrative (3)

358 o A
2 i63/]
Ay
Tytul = _Putin naprawit biad Stalina™
Naprawiony bedzie gdy zostanie wyrugowany banderyzm. A do tego feszcze droga b. daleka | kreta. Poza trudnedciami, ktdrych moina bilo sie spadziewat pojawia sig nowe, chociatby zapowladany Internacjonal
terorystow Zakajewa. Pod haslem Czeczeni zblora chetnych zewszad, a tych nie brakuje, najwiece] w krajach arabskich ostatnlo .demokratyzowanych™.

additiontothe expected difficulties, there will be new ones, such as the announced internationalisation of Zakayev's terorists. Under the banner
of the Chechens, they will gather the willing from everywhere, andthere is no shortage of them, most of them in the recently 'democratised”

Title- "Putin fbed Stalin's mistake” It will be repaired when banderism is eradicaled. And there is still a very long and winding road to that. In
Arabcountres.

Putin naprawit biad Stalina
Posted by Marucha w dniu 2022-02-26 (Sobota) l

Dzi§ $wiat wyglada inaczej, Rosja powrdcita jako w pefni suwerenne mocarstwo Swiatowe, kiorego interesy musza byc respekiowane przez wszystkich, nie wolno ich lekcewazyc ani nie szanowad.
Zapowiedziana prrez Moskwe specjalna operacia wojskowa doprowadzi do zalamania sig zachodniego projektu antyrosyjskiego na Ukrainie i hegy i USA.

Today, the world looks different, Russia is back asa fully sovereign world power whose interests must be respected by all, not ignored or disrespected. The special military
operation announced by Moscow will lead to the collapse of the Western anti-Russian project in Ukraine and US hegemony.

4. Genocide in Donbas dovetailed with conspiracy theories™

The first article directly attacking President Zelenskyy appeared
on a fringe Polish website on 27 February 2022. The text accused
Zelensky of organizing a genocide in the Donbas and it is especially
interesting because it mixes fake news about the genocide in the Donbas
with the New World Order conspiracy theory and the antisemitic Khazar
myth, which hypothesises that Ashkenazi Jews are descending from
Khazars, despite genetic studies concluding this is not true. The false

myth dates back centuries, and by today it is mostly used in antisemitic
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discourse and conspiracy theories (including those focusing on what really
happened on 9/11). This article is a translation of a text from an English-

language alt right website called “State of the
Nation” (stateofthenation.co).

Figure 39: Quotes illustrating Polish narrative (4)

D m@ dliskie zbocze ile czasu mine, zanim niezaszczepieni obywatele trafia do wigzienia lub gorzef?
1ypu eczermianie ludzi nie kofczy sie dobrze. sig j jnami
nierdwnodcig. Czas przefamad zie zaklecie B

It is a slippery slope how long it b ir il nd up in prison or
worse? History shows that this kind of Ereat people does not . it h ched
in genocide, civil wars andii Itis time p
=iy ey I order tofillthe of the elite. i byth ing of
' oA SRR LN N | the global system, they igrs of fear, disir ion and hate forthe
: STOWARZYSZENIE plebstostayintheir plce and allth ictions in order o continue tocaryth
KLUB INTELIGENCJI POLSKIEJ wesght. ot £ oc Daee of thes whak

e

Zlensky a Zionist puppet

As for why Zelenski was CHOSEN to do this dirty work, Part Il in this ongloing
ies will explain thi plot. hidden history.

: ; CLUE: Who else ¥ out an insidious holocaust such as the genocidal
Globalistyezna marionetka NWO triad of Zionist ers, Ashk bt A the Khazari fia?
Zelenski i jego epicka zdrada How easy, then, for the Fhe. cabal of the
Ukrainy. Po aktualizacji New World Order to carry out a major genocide on their ancestral lands in

Ukraine and: irg territories. In the end, this pathologically
tribe of iars ke il iy need a Plan B

Globakst NWO puppet Zelenski and '
his epic betrayalof U kraine. when Armagieddon arrives for their entirely self-made apartheid state of
Israel. That Plan B is certainly Ukraine; but first they must remove the
indigenous Russians from their ancestral lands. And the ancient Rus tribes
were there first, but were stolen by the totally lawless Khazars.
Nevertheless, nothing has ever the Zionk CRTYINE out
B f a ¥ populate a termtory
for stealing land, as they did with Israel. See: There is a secret plan for the:
reverse migration of Jews back to their Khazarian homeland.

5. “The Russians only reacted to the Ukrainian provocation to
protect their nation™

Another narrative that is present in other discourses as well alleges
that the Russian invasion was provoked and a reaction to long-standing
atrocities against Russian minorities in the Donbas region. A fake news article
utilizing this narrative with the highest potential reach on Polish social media
was published on 7 January 2023, by twitter user Marian Konarski, who is a
supporter of the "Rodacy Kamraci” a far right, nationalist, anti-Semitic,
xenophobic, and pro-Russian organization. The membership of the group is
estimated to be 40 000 followers. The leader of the group Wojciech
Olszanski is known for his antisemitic, anti-Ukrainian and pro-Russian views,
which he mostly shares through YouTube videos and podcasts. Olszanski
was arrested in November 2022 for incitement to murder.
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Figure 40: Quotes illustrating Polish narrative (5)

has replied
"]9 0 53 Rosjanie??? Ukrairicy prowokowali ficzac na o, 2e zachdd stanie w ich obronie a oni beda w

chwale, ze postawili sig Putinowi. Glupi nardd o zaburzeniach psychopatycznych. Dostali cudzg ziemie i nie umiejg na niej
zgodnie 2y¢. Ludobdjstwo w Donbasie trwalo za diuge. B0

Are these the Russians ? The Ukrainians provoked hoping the west would
stand up for them andthey would be in glory for standing up to Putin. A
stupid nation witha psychopathic disorder. They have been given someone
else’s land and do not know how to live on it in union. The genocide inthe
Donbass took too long.

Prezydent Putin : Od B lat Rosja robi wsZystko, co modliwe, aby zalagodaid
sytuacje srodkami pokojowymi. Wszystko poszia na marne, Tolerowanie stalo sie
niemoiliwe, Musielmy powstrzymad okruciefstwe | ludobdjstwe milionéw ludzi
w Donbasie , ktérzy pokladall swoje nadzieje w Rosji .

President Putin : For 8 years Russiahas been

Przemowienie Prezydenta Federacji Rosyjskiej doing everything possible to de-escalate the
situation by peaceful means. Everything has

hitps:/it.co/jRvdLQEST) been in vain. Toleration has become impossible.
We had to stop the cruelly and genocide of

millions of people in the Donbass , who put their

a8 haopes in Russia _Speech by the President of the
| Russian Federation

Ukrairiscy neonazisci mordowali rosyjskojezycznych cywili w Donbasie

Mariumpolu, Teraz za to placa. Ukrainian neo-Nazis murdered Russian-speaking
Translate Tweet civilians in Donbas and Manupol. Now they are
= Payingforit.

Putinand Russiawill win anyway. So help them God.
For without it the Jews would have made a Punm like
the world has never seen.

¢ N
20230226 (Sobota) @ 210037

Putin | Rosgi tak pwychery. Tak im dopomoz Bog. Bo bez tego zydzi zrobiliby purim Jakl

o swibt nie widzlal.

6. “The genocide was carried out to serve US interests™

The narrative weaves together several thoughts about whose
interests were served by committing genocide and triggering the
Russian military operation. Authors using the narratives claim that the
alleged atrocities were financed by the US — the CIA in cooperation with
Ukrainian oligarchs. Also attached to this sentiment is the speculation that
if these types of crimes had been committed elsewhere there would have
been immediate reactions and sanctions from the international (US
oriented) community.
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Figure 41: Quotes illustrating Polish narrative (6)

Genialny watek Vanesy Beeley
Jak mySlisz, co miaka rrobed Rosja?

1). Porwolid na utrrymanie wizcreplonego pres Obame nazistowskiegao redimu,
ktdry publicznie zadeidarowat 2amiar prreprowadzenia ludobdjstwa na
rosyjskojezycznych osobach na Ukrainie lub tych, ktdrry odmowill
zaakceptowania niefegalnego retimu wspleranego proez NATO?

13000 rostabo juz masakrowanych przez ukenitiskie sy zastepere NATO w
Donbasie. Nie zapominajmy ted o terrarystach 1SIS sprowadzonyeh 2 Syri | raku

2). Porozumienta minskie | omazane 2 nimi zapewnienta bty przez 8 lat

igrorowant pries NATO

INATO wyradnie planowalo inwazje zastepcza na Donbas | blokade zachodniej
flanki Rosj.

Vanesa Beeleys brilliant thread What do you think
Russiawas supposed to do?1). Allow the Obama-
implanted Nazi regime to continue, having publicly
declared its infention to camy out genocide
against Russian speakers in Ukraine or those who
refused to acoept the illegal NATO-backed
regime?13, 000 have already been massacred by
Ukrainian NATO proxy forces inthe Donbass. And
let us not forget the ISIS terrorsts imported from
Syria and Iraq2). The Minsk agreements and
associated assurances were ignored by NATO for
8 years NATO was clearly planninga proxy
invasion of the Donbas and a blockade of Russia's
westemn flank.

: _ «. | Yes,since 2014banderists have been murdering the
Russianspeaking population of Donbass. You probably
dontknow about it because how? Before that, a bloody
coup was organised in Kiev with CIA money, which
overthrew the legitimate authorities and allowed their
puppets sponsoring the now proud successors of 55
Galizien into power.

Tak,od 2014banderowcy mordowali rosyjskojezyczna ludnosc
Donbasu.Pewnie o tym nie wiesz,no bo skad? Wezesniej za pieniedze
ClA zorganizowano w Kijowie krwawy przewrdt, ktdry obalil legalne
wladze | dopuseil do wladzy swoje kukly sponsorujace obecnie dumnych
nastepcow 5SS Galizien,

(00 I o4 204k ot
nielegalnego majd owanego przez CIA nazisci doszli do wiadzy Wiedy zaczelo sie przesladowanie | mordowanie

- ludnosci na Ukrainie.Do tego Zelenski zerwal ustalenia miniskie, 08

The war has been going on since 2014 after the illegal ClA-sponsored Maydan brought the Nazis to power. Then the persecution
and murder of the Russian-speaking population in Ukraine began.On top of that, Zelenski broke the Minsk agreements

7. “The goal is Ukropolin™

A number of Polish Twitter users, who have engaged in spreading
fake news about the alleged genocide in Donbas have previously shared
other fake news stories. For example, twitter wuser “Klaudia
Kotusiewicz” claimed on 7.03.2023 that there is a Ukrainian genocide
of the Russian population of Donbas, as well as “mass Banderism” in
Ukraine. The account was created in Feb 2022 and has 3566 followers.
This user mostly shares anti-Ukrainian fake news, for instance about the
contaminated Ukrainian grain imported to Poland, but also shared anti-
vaccine fake news. She also appears to be a believer in the anti-Semitic
Ukropolin conspiracy theory. The latter theory claims that the global
Jewish conspiracy is using the war in Ukraine to create a new country out
of Poland and Ukraine ("Ukropolin®) that would be ruled by Ukrainians and
Jews.
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Figure 42: Quotes illustrating Polish narrative (7)

Gosh what is happening. No words how Polyrya
has destroyed our history, | guess in 10 years
there willbe no more Poland. There will be either
Ukro-Polin or even worse New Khamna It takes
one generation to desiroy the real history and all
indications are that the Poles will be nationalised
as part of the great reset.

HomarTyaSyin rassis strnpey prknd

L L

} On 2 May 2014, Ukraini mied out a pogrom '
Let'sstop the fucking madness! Let's not Odessa Russians. They murdered "by hand” The corpse of
allow the flagging of Poland. one woman was stripped bare. The murder was
#StopUkrainisationPoland accompanied by a joyful picnic atmosphere.
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Narratives in the British online space

A large-scale survey*® shows that even a year after the
Russian invasion, the majority of British citizens still support the Ukrainian
efforts and condemn the Russian aggression. Over 80% of British
respondents agree that they should support sovereign countries if they were
attacked. Similarly, a high percentage of the population agree with
economic sanctions and express positive sentiments towards refugees.
Close to 80% also believe that if Russian aggression is not curbed, it may
encourage Russia to take further military actions in other countries. While
these figures show that there is overwhelming support for Ukraine, online
users who believe that the alleged genocide took place express highly
different opinions. They spread and comment on the fake news item,
as well as other messages of Russian propaganda. Not long ago a
relevant Russian troll operation was discovered and dismantled in Great
Britain®’.

Figure 43: Narrative map of British discourse

56 https://www.ipsos.com/sites/default/files/ct/news/documents/2023-01/Global_Advisor_-

_War_in_Ukraine.pdf
57 https://www.gov.uk/government/news/uk-exposes-sick-russian-troll-factory-plaguing-social-media-

with-kremlin-propaganda
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In the course of the social listening exercise eight relevant narratives
were identified, with significant overlap with the other examined discourses.

A detailed account of the narratives employed in the UK is introduced above
on Figure 43.

1. “Where was the West for years of terror? — The rights of
Russian speaking minorities have been violated for years™

As we can see throughout the research report the narrative about
absence has been identified in all discourses. UK commentators’ use of the
narrative does show significant differences from other examined countries,
however. While in other conversations there is a natural distance from the
category labeled "the West”, UK authors must place additional effort on
emphasizing these boundaries. Comments highlight how the war is merely a
reaction to, or a consequence of systemic aggression towards Russian
speaking minorities. Pro-Russian authors also underline how a double
standard is applied when condemning Russian war efforts, but at the same
time not denouncing those who have been turning a blind eye to systemic
genocide in East Ukraine for a better part of the last decade.

Figure 44: Quotes illustrating British narrative (1)

i
.
»

The hypocrites of the west. I'm ashamed of them, of us all. "For years,
the West remained silent about the massacre of Russian-speaking
Ukrainians by the government of Kiev, without ever trying to bring
pressure on Kiey!

11:30 AM - Apr 10, 2022

—

'-i _Let's faceit, the EUis a

T srivelling US satellite, and we, the British, are grovelling lackeys picking
up the leftovers, Our future, thanks to these morons, has gone out of the

window.
I-.-'.. .. -.. _ - F
- __.-'.
There was a genocide of 11,000 Russian speaking Ukrainians by the Ukrainkan military from

2004 to 2022, The murders increased in early 2022 just before the Russians decided $o end
the genochle. They ended the genccide in a few months by capiuring the Donlae region. That
effort was legal based on the 1948 Genocide Convention. Other signers such as the US and UK

{mmd Russia for 8 years) ignored that genocide.
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2. Why is the UK sending aid instead of punishing genocide™

A large chunk of the conversation expresses criticism over the
UK's response. Both politically motivated authors, and Pro-Russian
commentators articulate the inadequacy and unfairness of unconditional
support for Ukraine and the Ukrainians. Participating users emphasize what
they see as a double standard: Russia is being punished, while the
genocide committed by the Ukrainians seems not to bother world leaders
at all. Elements of the British discourse also imply that if any other ethnic
group was treated as the Russian speaking minority, military actions would
have been sanctioned long ago. While employing this narrative, some
authors draw parallels with WWIlI  and the genocide of the Holocaust.

Figure 45: Quotes illustrating British narrative (2)

NO we are not with Zelensky. We do not support Nazi Regimes
committing genocide against their own Russian-speaking population -
Mor do we support Ukraine's money-laundering of FTX billions to Biden.
Enough of this corruption. Get out Rishi - this is shameful.

The UK should not have got involved, but unfortunately our ‘elites’ are part of the problem,
they haven't just taken Ukraine’s side they have willingly and enthusiastically supported the
whole plot - from the Trump Dossier by ex-British intelligence officer Christopher Steele, to
training the Azov units, to, it is alleged, planning the blowing up the Crimea Bridge. The
enthusiasm of the Conservative Government for their war in Ukraine is sickening - (and the
other parties are not better.) What is in it for them?

Britih efficialy said the inteligence had been thared weth the UK, which desmed if io be coeninsing

TE af acourate.” B Bntith official dad, dedtribing the evidende i “deeply CoNcerning”. We have seen the inteligende it b baied on, and we have confdends i n.”

armed oliclsl wayy ' o sccurste. Dicay

& Quoly
Jamei Roscos. @ Biitish diplomat o the Ursied Natsonn said. “Ruiiia s it will never srvade Ukiane. Unbess f a prowobed. 50 ot in case’ it provoloed il has massed
over H0000 trocgs on Warane's boider

"Bt how 5 1t that they ade able io anbcipabion thal peovocabion™ Roscoe asked on Teitber. “Perhups becauve they see planning 10 stage that provocation™™

Yivell perhaps. or perhaps rob Just wyng ‘perhaps’ doesn't make romsthang toe
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2. “*Ukrainians have murdering civilians in their blood — the Polish
know from history™

Although most Poles see Ukrainians as allies through their
shared histories of Russian oppression, those authors who cite the events of
ethnic Poles being massacred by Ukrainians argue otherwise. While
discussing the controversial role of Stepan Bandera, a number of false claims
are made, which are difficult for readers to correctly identify as such because
an actual genocide did take place in Volhynia. An author deploying this
narrative called the journalist discrediting Russian claims of genocide an
"“UPA propagandist’, referring to the Ukrainian Insurgent Army (UPA),
which was a Ukrainian nationalist partisan formation that collaborated with
the Nazis during WWII and perpetrated the Volhynia massacre of ethnic
Poles. This narrative frame illustrates the intertwining of anti-Ukrainian
narratives linked to Polish victimhood from the Second World War
with anti-Ukrainian  narratives disseminated by Russia on the eve of the
invasion on Ukraine. Other authors make the comparison to Ukrainian Nazi
militias killing civilians in Donbas.

Figure 37: Quotes illustrating Polish narrative (2)

a jednak watpliwosc co do sukcesu. Putin jest bard,
sprawié, by Zachdd 1ad zu |\ szanowad. Krosta ukraliska

strozny. Wszystko to
no zostata

A co najwaniejsze af 2dec o dzishamy, tym... Tym mnke] badziemy za to .dzicbani”, bo - prosze wybaczyé - na Zachodzie, ktbrago strategls wobec Rosjl kompletnle sig nle sprawdzita, beda sraé w spodnle |
cleszyC sig, Pe prawdopodobnie ogranicrymy sig do Ukrainy.

So what?For the moment, there is not much information about the course of the special operation; we can only guess at what milestones will be
achieved. However, there is no doubtof success. Putin is being very careful Theyworked it all out in Moscow There was alltoo much time for
this. The main idea behindthis military special operation is obvious andright. Russia must finally make the West respect it. The Ukrainian

stule has lor b it out, otherwise gangrene » Demilitanisation and denazification of Ukraine cannot be put off. And
most importantly - the more decisively we act, the... the less we will be “pecked”for it, because - forgive me- in the West, whose strategy towards
Russia has completely failed, they will shit their trousers and rejoice that we will probably confine ourselves to Ukraine.

v
Nie byloby ludobdjstwa na DONBASIE.Takjak 2e zlodziejem nie ukarany
raz a dobrze bedzie zawsze kiadlW Przewodowie spadla
rakieta,dlaczego klaun fydowski nie ponidsl odpowiedzialnosci? Maja w
genach okrucienstwo.Nich wyjada z wm, ju? raz przez Ukraing POLSKA
zostala rozebrana.

- — - There would be no genocide on DONBAS Just like thata thief
I hth dl tions and | hinterviews with various ‘concerned” not punished once and well will always steal A rocket fellin
Po!es.andf arnamamdaﬂhe level of idiocy of the Polish people, who do not know modern Przewodow,whydidn't the Jewish clown bear the responsibility?

history - and what they repeat is clear proof that they listened tothe former president of They have cruelty intheir genes.Let them leave pi, already once
Israel, Simon Peres (once known in Poland as Shimon Peres), and that history must not be by Ukraine POLAND was dismartled.

taught in Poland, because the history of t he world begins and ends with the Holocaust So
this illeducated, cruel Poland bows down to the visitors from the East We used to shout at
refugees from Africathat ‘it's not our culture’ Now "our’ culture has amived and we are
happy to welcome it on our doorstep.| asked a Ukranian activist some years agoif it was
truethat all the Ukrainians who emigrated after the war to Canada, Australiaandthe USA
as refugees all claimed to be ... Poles. Because at that time SS Galizen was out of fashion.
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3. “This is not our war"

In stark contrast to the expectation Pro-Russians authors
express about the way the West should have intervened on behalf of
the Russian victims, they underline that the UK has no place in this war.
The UK should not get involved through sending aid and should
definitely avoid military engagement. Some commentators quote
Hungarian Prime Minister Viktor Orban to underline the necessity of a
peace agreement as soon as possible. Politically motivated authors
express harsh criticism of their government, voicing that British leaders
have all let them down.

Figure 46: Quotes illustrating British narrative (3)

It's not our War, our Army is underfunded but we can give & § & to
foreigners to kill they own peoples #ZelenskyWarCriminal he's the one
killing Ukraine #StandWithRussia

2:59 AM - Apr 13, 2022

P

i o 2022
I ] FiLr
|

|
'\,L_ ' We should be more concerned with the migrant invasion of our country . Our government can
not even defend our coast.

Ukraine is of no economic or strategic interest to the United Kingdom.

pE 1 don't feel we should get involved with what is happening with Russian Ukraine Politics and
NATO with America Grand Standing from afar.
We should stop being world police every time you don't see Norway or Sweden getling
involved.
il
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4. “Russia has a right to stand up for its people and will prevail™

Intertwined with the first and second narratives discussed, comments
with this framing justify the Russian military actions as an act of self-defense.
Pro-Putin comments emphasize how he is a protective leader, who has been
forced to take actions. This narrative fully echoes details of Russian
propaganda. Supporters of Russia and Putin believe that ultimately the
Russians will succeed and win the war.

Figure 47: Quotes illustrating British narrative (4)

o IR - -;.-o::

\ The West blames Putin for acting NOW, but after the maidan in 2014, I'd
say he took too long to react. Russia would be fighting Poroshenko and
his nazi goons, not this cokehead Pinocchio.

It is not a myth that the Russians survived Napoleon and Hitler. It is a fact.

As for Putin being one of the " bad guys. From what I understand, all he has done is to try to
protect the Russian speaking people in eastern Ukraine from genocide. This conflict could
have been ended in April last vear when there was a peace treaty on the table ready to be
signed but Boris flew out to Kiev to persunde Zelinsky not to sign it.

Sinee then hundreds of thousands of Ukranians have been killed to prolong the war and to
what end? Western economies have been wrecked by the failed sanctions and the EU is
currently tryving to dream up even more sanctions. Total insanity.

Boris has blood on his hands and don't let me get started about the so called plandemie.

So who exactly are the 'bad guys™?

The battle for Donbas was the only Russian goal, They accomplished that goal.
It is now Zelensky's choice to face reality and cease fire, or keep losing men and property FO
NO LOGICAL REASON.

Ukrainian leaders sacrificed about 3,000 troops to kill 11,000 citizens in the Donbas region
from 2014 to 2022, Other nations did not care that 14,000 died, including Russia. At least
Russia made some efforts to broker a peace deal, but Ukraine's leaders declined == they
preferred killing Russian speaking Ukrainians over peace. Now they are trving to kill Russian
solders in the same Donbas region, probably losing 5 to 10 soldiers for every Russian soldier
they kill.

How does Ukraine benefit from continued fighting ... and losing?

It is obwvious Russia had no intention of taking over Ukraine.

They avoided damaging infrastructure for six months.

Kiev had electricity and internet for six months.

No Russian soldier entered Kiev

The Russians foeused on Ukraine military targets to protect their soldiers in the Donbas
ion.
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5. "US interest — proxy war™

Those who employ this narrative dominantly express anti-US
sentiment. Popular tenets of conspiracy theories involving the world
order orchestrated by the US also emerge in these comments. As such
authors place the blame on the CIA, the Obama, and the Biden
administrations, and overal, on US economic interests. US President
Biden'sfamily involvement also comes up in the posts. In fact, some of the
radical commentary posits that the entire conflict was generated and
escalated to serve personal gains. According to this interpretation, the
Ukrainians, the Russians, and the rest of the world are all mere props
in the puppet-master's grand plan and conspiracy. This narrative
mostly appears in connection with other conspiracy theories in
relation to vaccines, the “deep state” and an emerging new world order.

Figure 48: Quotes illustrating British narrative (5)

N =

Y & months age
It seems to me that this *war” has been maintained for two reasons:-

1). It’s a monster money laundering operation.
2) It keeps up the long term nareative that Russia is bad and must be blamed for everything.

Sinee huge amounts of cash seems to have found its way into the Democrats coffers 1 would say
case closed!

Blaming Russia for evervthing else seems like the smokesereen needed to push NATO up to
Russia’s front door and also covering up the money laundering!

“Twas ever thus!

The Russian Federation went in to stop the slaughter of Russian
speaking Ukrainians, Russiais the liberator and As always MATO is the
aggressor

B:50 PM - Jan 24, 2023 - 83 Views

. y

¥ 2 months ago

The Russians did not invade the Ukratine.
The Americans did in 2014 and installed some toxic proxies who proceeded to
conduet a Civil War against half their population - on the basis of the dialect they
spoke! 27,000 citizens had 1 imurd: v their own government by 2022,

When the Minsk agreements (signed up to by the West) intended to gtop this war were
never observed, Russia sent in a peace-keeping foree to implement the agreements.
The West (without announcing it} declared war - for more Civil War!
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6. “The corrupt Ukrainians are sacrificing their own people™

Highly critical posts are published about the corrupt state of
the Ukrainian government and the criminal acts of their leaders. Most
extreme comments allege that the corrupt Ukrainians would send their
own people to certain death only to satisfy their own greedy
economic interests. Antisemitic sentiment is not uncommon in
comments framed by this narrative.

Figure 49: Quotes illustrating British narrative (6)

Some of my family fled Donbas in 2014/15 after Ukraine started bombing
the Russian speaking Ukraines total genocide but nobody cared !
Ukraine is still on US gov website as most corupt country but yet they
give billions in aid - not dodgy at all nothing to see here !

The battle for Donbas was the only Russian goal, They accompdished that goal,
It is noow Zebensky's cholee 1o fce reality and cease fire, or keep losing men and property FOR
NO LOGICAL REASON

Ukraininn leaders sacrificed about 3,000 troops 1o kill 11,000 citizens in the Donbas regron
from 2014 to 2022, Other nations did ot care that 14,000 died, incloding Russin. At least
Russin ninde some efforts 1o broker a peace deal, but Ukraine’s leaders declined -- they
preferred killing Russinn speaking Ukrainians over peace, Now they are trving fo kill Russinn
sobders in the same Donbas region, probably losing 5 to 10 soldiers for every Russian soldier
they kill.

7. *Ukrainian Nazism should be punished as well"

As other discourses also mention, there is a deeply rooted
disposition that the Ukrainians acting in the war or have committed
the alleged genocidal acts are radicals, fundamentalist or Nazi
supporters. Historical references are introduced, discussing the acts of
Stepan Bandera and the modern-day followers of his extremist
ideology. A direct line is drawn connecting genocide against ethnic
Poles in 1943 and the alleged atrocities committed by Ukrainian soldiers in
the last decade.
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Figure 50: Quotes illustrating British narrative (7)

What are you going to do for the Russian speaking populace of the
Donbas region who have had systematical acts of genocide carried out
against them by the Nazi regime of Ukraine.!!

This supports a long held suspicion of mine ... That NATO has never intended to support the
maintainance of Ukraine’s brief post soviet borders, just to incorporate the agricultural west
into the # EU, and a significant amount of the # UkraineShitshow exists to disguise the fact
that the financial "Masters of The Universe are quite happy to see the Russian speaking
industrial East absorbed into the Russian Federation, an ambition that the fanatical

Ukrainian Nationalist Banderaistas were getting in the way of. (Remember Azov defied
Zelensky's when he tried to withdraw their troops from the Donbass) ... Had Azov & Co. not
been so hell bent on genocide of the Russian speakers in Donbass, perhaps this bloodbath
would never have happened.. Here's hoping Vlad's meatgrinder despatches Azov & Co. to the
glorious valhalla they believe awaits them ...

The Ukraine Civil War which started in 2014 is due to Western elites and their meddling in
order to gain power and resources. NATO then trained the Ukrainian army for war against
Russia; they overlooked the nasty Bandera outlook of the Azov units, they overlooked the
genocide of the Russian speaking people in the east of Ukraine, they overlooked the US bio-
labs and experimentation on the population, and they cynically went along with the Minsk
ceasefire agreement in order to buy time to build up anti-Russian forces (which has been
stated by Ukraine's ex President). They did absolutely nothing to uphold Minsk as they
shauld.

8. *Just another lie to mislead the masses™

Many sites that allow publication of pro-Russian discussions also host
conversations on other fake news items and conspiracy theories. A
confounding and complicated web of such statements make up the basis of
this narrative. Conspiracy theory enthusiast authors detail their perceived
intellectual superiority — emphasizing that only they can see through the
web of lies. In this last analyzed narrative, the alleged acts of Ukrainians
represent only one strand of facts that "the powerful” have suppressed from
the public to maintain their dominance.
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Figure 51: Quotes illustrating British narrative (8)

Haugn Crock of Orweslisn g Brother Ji! | o

Thor Kolomaysiod of Barisma O is Bandera
Loving Oligarch paying Hunter & 10% to 4 & : " " x . i
BIG G S The war the globalist West is waging against nation states is the continuation of the

“SHALE GENOCIDE of the Russian Speaking Great Reset.
Pecpie of DONBASS s REAL!

First evervone was cowed to stay at home, and when Pfizer had rescued us from
their invented Bogey Bug, the globalists rised another scapegoat : the Bogey Man -
Big Bad Viad.

... after breaking their agreement to respect the Russian-speaking Donbas republics,
encouraging their bombing, preventing the peace Zelensky was willing to entertain
in March.

1 am almost as irritated at the smug, cruel and deliberate ignorance of people like
you as with the venality of Vallance and Witty, and the downright malevelence of the
Gaites, the Cagans, the Clintons, the Cheneys, et al,

You blame Putin as Ukrainian youth is massacred for no possible positive result,
(and now women are being mobilised.) and you visit TCW comments to annoy
people on the Right with your phoney virtue.

I would ot mind so much if you were as iscolated in society as vou are on these pages
but there are millions of people like you enabling this outrage.

Shameful.

And when you seen this country ruined and the children cold and hungry you will
blame the politicians vou have encouraged.

And the Big Bad Viad.
But not yourself,
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Chapter 7

Conclusion

We began our study with a pessimistic forewarning on the inevitability
of fake news making headway in an era of decentralized information flows
where users operating outside established rules and protocols can
disseminate content at their will in the blink of an eye (or the click of a
mouse). When subjecting such dire expectations to empirical scrutiny
conducted in four countries - Hungary, Czech Republic, Poland, and the
UK - what emerges is a glass half full-half empty story. The glass can be
considered half full because the majority (or at least the plurality) of the
populations of the countries we have examined, as our quantitative
survey data analysis revealed, tend to recognize, and reject fake news.
How comfortable or slender this majority is, however, depends on a host of
factors, such as the country under analysis (with British respondents being
considerably less receptive than Czech respondents), the particular fake
news story at hand (the alleged genocide perpetrated by Ukrainian
soliders has considerably wider resonance than the microchips
implanted in vaccines), the particular subgroups of the population (older,
lower educated, and rural voters tend to believe in fake news more than
younger, college educated urbanites) and most importantly, underlying
social attitudes and media consumption patterns. We have argued and
shown that partly because of the particular set of fake news stories that
we selected for the empirical test but mostly because of their
psychological longing for convention, order, stability, and predictability,
right-wing authoritarians-cum-social conservatives tend to be particularly
receptive to fake news that propose simple and easy-to-grasp narratives in
an uncertain and unpredictable world.

The glass, however, is not only half empty because the minority
that does believe in fake news is far from a marginal minority but also
because the vehemence and apparent conviction with which they spread
misinformation easily overwhelms any benign attempts of fact
checkers or government regulators to stem the tide. Such attempts
are either circumvented by commentators by popping up in alternative
places of the web - such as Czech commenters diverting their activities to
Slovak portals in response to the Czech ban - or instrumentally used as
an additional source of grievance for the violation of their freedom of
speech and expression. More importantly, the glass is half empty because
the content of fake news is far from benign. They tend to designate and

vilify scapegoats responsible for our social ills and accuse authorities and the
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the elites of being complicit to the wrongdoings perpetrated by these villains.
These accusations span a wide spectrum ranging from half-truths (such as

double standards by the West in the context of the war) through the
ludicrous (Russian invasion being an act of self-defense) to the outright vile

and malign with dire historical overtones (Jews using the war to create a
unified Polish-Ukrainian state that they can rule).

If there is any lesson to be learned for authorities in their fight against
misinformation is that banning and fact-checking will hardly do the trick
alone. Banning, as the Czech example has shown above, only reinforces the
sense of victimhood and plays into the hands of those who claim that a
corrupt elite is trying to silence the enlightened few who dare to speak the
truth. Fact-checking, while a worthy goal, is inherently limited to change the
hearts and minds because the belief in fake news goes well beyond a belief
in certain pieces of (mis)information. What unites proponents of fake news
instead - or more precisely beyond that - is a broad set of disjointed
narratives often coming together under a limited set of master-narratives
that resonate with citizens’ everyday experience with social complexity, lack
of transparency, uncertainty, and injustice. Facts are no antidotes to
narratives regardless of the sincerity, the intention, and the diligence with
which fact-checkers serve facts to those who reject them.

What is needed then is an alternative narrative (or narratives) that can
resonate with those who view the official account of events with deep-
seated suspicion. These narratives need to be within reach of individuals with
modest socioeconomic backgrounds, they need to rest on notions and
values that unite us and avoid value-laden propositions that separate us, they
need to be proactive rather than reactive (focusing on the narrative one
intends to tell rather than debunking the narrative of those spreading fake
news), they need to be told by credible messengers in the eyes of everyday
citizens, and last but not least, they need to simultaneously offer citizens a
sense of hope and a sense of reckoning with tough collective choices lying
ahead with some of them only marginally more palatable than the other.
Essentially, what fake news machines have created are viral stories that
resonate with popular anxiety. What policymakers need to tell then is a better
story that refrains from opportunistically instrumentalizing this anxiety in the
winner-take-all battle for votes and genuinely addresses its sources instead.
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Chapter 8
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